TOPOGRAPHY AND
POPULATION

OF

ANCIENT BOIOTIA

VOL. 1

BY

JOHN M. FOSSEY
B.A., Dr. de I'Univ.. FS.A.
T AG
(8 &
S

(s

T

ARES PUBLISHERS, INC.
CHICAGO MCMLXXXVIII




For my mother

and

in memory of my father {114.i.1985)
with thanks for early encouragement

CONTENTS
VOLUME I
List of Figures
Explanatory Notes
Abbreviations
Forward

1. Geography of Boiotia
II. The Archaeological Sites of Boiotia:

the Ancient Topography
1.1 Introduction
I.2 Oropia
I.3 Tanagrike
11.4 Parasopia
I.5 Thespike
1.6 Siphai
IL.7 Thisbe
II.8 Khorsiai
I1.9 Thebais
I1.10 Anthedonia
I1.11 Akraiphiai
11.12 The North Littoral of the Kopais
II1.13 The Mountains North of the Kopals
11.14 Haliartia
11.15 Koroneiake
I1.16 The Plain of Kottkoura: a note
I1.17 Lebadeia
I1.18 Orkhomenos
.19 Tegyra
I1.20 Khaironeiake

I1.21 Identification of Ancient Sites in Boiotia:

a Summary

vii

Page
viii

xi
xiii

13

15

29

43
101
135
167
177
187
199
251
251
277
293
301
323
339
343
351
367
375
398




28 TOPOGRAPHY AND POPULATION OF ANCIENT BOIOTIA

H
| & | I.j..‘ } b
4——'—— Lot o o
o2, 0 =] H
% / aire. L al®
= -Ze\-b [, z’ E\*},‘% : £ Y
| -+ ‘5). oY, ety % e 9 J,IS’
%l b §{ i N § 4
2 ‘b Moy i -
B | 10! p SR | o
??"?o ‘ eb"e B oo Y ':Eiﬂ’ ,‘:l @?\ 4
S ¢ o
-"t‘o (%\ | » g ° -.:JE'I ?«. /" \./\\ ‘_, ‘_\ vy
% w4 o [ \A-'“« Il
q‘b 9 '\!&g T 1 : \ .
. T W _em~, I R
H P \ [Qe: N
< & g 1 5] ]
H E s y "'\ 3 \g Fi™®
il | Q & ;. VNS LS 4
5 ¥ ! I n 3 )
8 (| z IO AN
K by e ! g {3 E:ﬂ AN J
2 ) §> Y vy o
2  luey 7 & 11D
M 5 ‘23 A T i
C). el W'f\f fs g L ‘|
[ :g AN [ -R TR
= B anls (05 8 A
& =) (] SRR TR
@ e W e pheaf
o ? - R
; i § A
B & I A A
I N /7 ,§ [P
. 2 Iy
%"n .\ ) & 5 M—"‘, ‘ll' i~\e 1
?, — B w7 v
5 2 N BN
= (= =] Lo eer o
= )OO (1] g . ‘a, .
" . '.3 2 E 7 ]
g Bia & A
E & s B 5 3 % b
LR TR B
/‘gJ . i | ‘
jxil H
n "43 g
8y &
'Sg . §
& %@ g
. zq( E )
o & 8 |
‘Q) .. D) o EE
E . ?(\ ' {7
I IS ~s
b ; / o
S, ) 5] { 3 I 4
X &2\_1 " ‘:‘g n M Yr‘r ‘j X !’ l«; I’J'I
Sy [ 7%, & RS ) g N
.5}_16.\,; ;0w 3 2RV Y
- a)?\..l ?‘514-\113 5 \ e Ve ) Y] )
Py i?!?oJ‘_l c)sl E 5] oy pres) |f é é_ﬁ :O" 4 l ) { (j
'y 1 ~ o kN
| Ga sRERE AAEL R
FAE BN mela, S §E i
T~ e Ry T & "‘l;.‘.' hi ‘f“q?f B \}"h'z N
ln Y Ml @ b ]
g y ? L L-:_} P \&I" ] oy
};”l&i % '.l[N ?‘\? -~ ¢8 RN “F ! ’-1\9 ¢
! 5 o —’fﬂ LS 7 “ l,-.)
S ) DN e 1/ Yy
) -y ?O ~ 1 ¥4
v 34 [+ 54 iy "g P -
5 \T\ a0 LS H i " A\ e
;
L ;({T\I I:IJ L:s., o = sk 8 L
(2 o WL A W O]
N SN . oN, l\r“l 39,0 ’-’] “n.)
S BN ) Al G LJyt e I \ Ji
N b Sl P A I8 \, /
L A o~ Wy ek i \0\,’ |
LAY 4 3, 0L, - wi ey [
Nom oy RN M- ol b (7] H 43
o \ LN "/ P2
- R 5, - 1 oy ot 8 i
R s-“ A Bl B o
oy Nl gy o ,: - g»l '.} ] .{ A1
L 4N 5, i, @ \, [
\ ! G Vs E’SVSI'IS'?’ 3 % ._l . E L,

Fig. 3. Tanagrike and Oropia

I1.2
Oropia

(map, fig. 3)

The Oropia is the Easternmost corner of Boiotia, a collection
of coastal plains and extensive valleys trapped between the
mountains of the Pdrnes ridge and the waters of the South
Euboian Strait. It is, in effect, a broad coastal strip stretching
about 25 km East-West but never reaching more than 7 km
South from the coast.

Much of the area is inevitably composed of mountain slopes
which are covered mostly with thick pine forests, so thick that
some parts are most difficult of access. Cleared slopes and the
smaller plains support some wheat and citrus groves. The large
plain of Skdla Oropou itself is cultivated with vines and fruit
trees as well as a good, rich cereal crop. Another natural
resource exploited this century is the coal mined in the moun-
tains to the South of Skdla Oropou.

The area is heavily inhabited today, and numbers are swelled
in the summer time by the influx of Athenians to their seaside
villas. Two large settlements account for a considerable portion of
the population — Kalamos (1,163) and Néa Paldtia (1,168), the
latter being a recent settlement dating from the Turkish-Greek
exchange of population in the 1920's. Much of the rest of the pop-
ulation is settled in 6 villages, Milesi (285), Marképoulon (646),
Skala Oropoui (671), Oropés (423), Sykdminon (481), and Khalkouitsi
(374), while the remainder is in three small hamlets, Néo Livisio
(33), Ayioi Apéstoloi (238), and Mavrosouvdla (33).

In antiquity the area's political control was often disputed
between Attike and Boiotia.' Geographically, however, it forms
an extension of the Tanagra plains and thus is part of Boiotia
rather than Attike from which it is clearly cut off by the Pdrnes
ridge. There seem to have been fewer sites in antiquity than
today's villages. A total of 9 possible ancient sites has so far been
recorded, of which two seem to have been sanctuaries only.

1. For a summary of this contended position cf. Petrdkos, /O *Qpwnés »at
10 Tegov tod "Augragdov, 17-44,
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The sites are: 1. Skdla Oropoi, 2. the sanctuary (?) of Sykdminon, 3.
Néa Paldtia, 4. Milesi, 5. the sanctuary of the Amphiareion at
Mavrodhilesi, 6. the harbour at Kamardki (Mandhrdki), 7. Ayia
Marina, 8. Revythia, 9. Metékhi, 10. Viastés.

1. Skdla Oropoit — OROPOS
The Site
Position
The large, semicircular bay of Oropéds provides a natural har-
bour on the North coast of modern Attiké tacing Néa Psard on the
Euboian coast. At the centre of the bay's South side is the

modern village of Skdla Oropoii. On the South West edge of the

village rises the steep-sided hill of Lombdrdhi, the akropolis of an
ancient settlement.

Bibliography

Wiesner, RE (1939) s.v. Oropos 1171-4 — mainly a historical
account with also bibliography of descriptions of the site.

Petrdkos, ‘O ‘Qownos xai 16 ‘legov tod ’Aupragdov, 12-13
— brief account with Dbibliography of some earlier
accounts, to be completed from the preceding.?

Kirsten-Kraiker, Griechenlandkunde 872 — bibliography.

Structural Remains

The hill of Lombdrdhi has an oval-shaped, flat top with its
longer axis North-South; the South end is in fact, a little higher
than the North. The edge of this top would seem to have been
the line of the ancient fortification wall of which clear, though
much fallen débris is visible along the West side. Despite its
steep sides the hill bears a heavy cereal crop, cultivation of
which is probably responsible for the disappearence of other
remains of ancient structures.® All that remains is a large, domed
structure of late date near the South end of the hill.

The lower settlement appears to lie beneath the modern
village.* Remains of ancient buildings are discovered frequently
during construction work in the village, and in one area near the
sea front were found portions of considerable structures. The
latter are thought to have formed part of the agora, in view of

2. The information is summarized by Petropouldkou and Pentézos,
"Arrixr, Olxiorind oroyyeia — npdty Exbeor, sites X7-Y8; 1 and 2.

3. Early in the last century Leake, N. Gr. ii, 443, noticed remains of
buildings within the fortifications.

4. The following paragraph is drawn from Petrékos, loc. cit.
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their proximity to the harbour area. Above ground all that nor-
mally shows is pieces of ancient building material and inscribed
stones re-used in modern structures.

The ancient harbour, which certainly existed in the last cen-
tury, is no longer preserved. Apparently it consisted of a mole run-
ning out from, and "parallel” to the shore’

The only tombs known in the whole area have been found at
two different locations. One group occured some 4 km South West
of Skdla near or at the modern village of Oropds; they were found
to contain, according to Leake® "several xystrae, heads of spears
and swords made of brass" (sic — bronze?). These tombs probably
lined the road from Oropos to Tanagra. The other group, as yet
unpublished, was uncovered in 1977 on a hill named Lavovoiini
to the immediate West of the village of Skdla.

Pottery”

EH, Classical (including black glaze), Hellenistic, Roman.
Many fragments of glazed tile.

Inscriptions

The inscriptions may be subdivided according to where they
have been found. This division probably has little meaning except
to underline the spread of tombs along the Oropos-Tanagra road,
for most of the inscriptions are tombstones.

A. Skdla Oropoti

1. Building inscription?:
Hellenistic, IG vii 424.

3. Dedications:
4th century, Pentrdkos, Epigraphikd 24 (1 text),
Hellenistic, IG vii 451-2.
Hellenistic and Roman, Petrdkos, Epigraphikd

8-22 (8 texts), 37 (1 text),

3. Boundary Stone:

Epichoric, Petrdkos, Epigraphikd 42-3 (1 text).

5. Frazer, Paus. ii, 465; cf. Leake, op. cit. 442 and Lehmann-Hartleben,
Antiken Hafenanlagen 273 no. 196.

6. Topography of Athens ii, 112, summarized by Petropouldkou and
Pentézos, op. cit., site X6-Y8; 2.

7. Collected on the akropolis, spring 1966. The only other finds
recorded from the Oropos area seem to be the reliefs, AM 1878, 321
no. 13, 325 no. 18 and 326 no. 21 [=IG vii 481) of Classical/Hellenistic
date, and 355 no. 82 of Roman date; cf. also SEG i 131.
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4. Tombstones:

4th Century or Hellenistic, IG vii 478; AE 1967,
Khron. 13 no. 14.

Hellenistic, IG vii 467, 468?; AE 1967, Khron. 13
no. 16; Petrakos, Epigraphikd 45-51 nos. 54-
57, 62, 64, 66-9, 74.

Hellenistic or Roman, IG vii 483; Petrdkos,
Epigraphikd 45-51 nos. 59-60, 70.

Roman, IG vii 455 (metrical), 464; AE 1967,
Khron. 13 no. 15.

Uncertain date, Leake, N. Gr. ii 443; SEG i
131?: Petrdkos, Epigraphikd 45-51 nos. 45-
53, 58, 61, 63, 65, 71-3.

B. Oropés®
1. Dedication:
4th century B.C., AE 1967, Khron 12 no. 13.
2. Tombstones:
4th century B.C., IG 457, 486.
4th century B.C.or Hellenistic, IG vii 456, 465.
Hellenistic, IG vii 462, 466, 469, 4707, 474,
4767, 484, 485, 487.
Roman, IG vii 480.

Identification

Since the important inscriptions of Oropos were all set up in
the main sanctuary of her territory, the Amphiareion,’ they are
of no use in identifying the site, unlike that of most cities in
Boiotia. We must therefore rely on other sources.

i. Strabon ix, 403 — xatd &¢ tobtov (sc. tov ‘Qpwndv) ety ) viv
"Epétpua, didmhoug 8’ En’ adtiy otddiol Tettapdxovra.

This description accords absolutely with the position of Skdla
Oropoii facing Néa Psard/Eretria at a distance of 7.5 km. Strabon's
account is sufficiently precise to leave no possible doubt as to the
validity of the identification. What may cause some question is
the position of the modern village of Oropés a distance inland; in

8. Obviously these stones may easily have travelled from elsewhere in
the area, yet the presence of tombs near or at the village (cf. supra)
makes an origin here very possible.

9. Petrdkos, op. cit. 143.
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fact, apart from Strabon, there are ancient authors who leave no
doubt as to the coastal position of ancient Oropos.'®

ii. Diodoros, xiv, 17, 3 — Onfoior 8¢ orpateloovteg énl Tolg
*Qpwnioug xad xvpledoavteg Tiig TOAews, HETORIGAY dmd g Bokdtng adrodg
e et oTadlovg.

Diodoros here refers to the events of 402 B.C.; his reference to
the Thebans moving the Oropians from the sea makes it clear that
until that date their city was on the coast. Nor can this event be
the explanation of the position of modern Oropds which, 4 km
inland, is much more than Diodoros' 7 stades from the coast.

iii. Pausanias i, 34, 1 — % utv obv méhig dotiv éni Bohdoamg pméya
oldtv &g ouyTpapTy TopEXOMEVT].

We have no way of telling how long the Oropians may have
inhabited the inland site after 402 B.C., but Strabon implies that it
was back on the coast by the late Hellenistic period; this is con-
firmed for the early Imperial period by Pausanias. It seems, thus,
that modern Oropds may be taken to be a mediaeval foundation at
or near part of the cemetery lining the road from ancient Oropos
along the Asopos valley to Tanagra.

2. Sykaminon: a note

The Site

Position

Sykdminon is situated a little beyond the village of Oropos
along the Asopos river valley. This position is really the South
West corner of the Oropian plain, for behind Sykdminon the river's
course is through a narrow valley, beyond which the Tanagran
plain opens out.

Bibliography

Petriakos, ‘O ’Qowmic xal 16 legov tod ’Augapdov, 16-17 —
brief notes, the only publication of the area.”

10. Wiesmer, op. cit., gives a long list of ancient sources showing Oropos’
maritime position; I have only given those whose meaning is absolutely
clear. On Thoukydides viii, 95, where 60, not 40 stades is given as the
distance between Eretria and Oropos cf. Durbach, de Orcpo 17-18 and
Pritchett, Studies ii, 33 n. 31.

11. Summarized, Petropouldkou and Pentézos, op. cit., site X6-Y8; 1.
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The finds

No ancient structures are preserved at Sykdminon; nor do I
know of any collection of surface sherds or other small finds.
What has been noted is a quantity of ancient worked stones built
into the three churches of the village. Apart from the several
inscriptions listed below these include an Archaic capital in the
church of Ayia Eleousa.

Inscriptions

i. Dedication:
Hellenistic, IG vii 436.

ii. Tombstones:
4th century or Hellenistic, IG vii 472.
Hellenistic, IG vii 461, 463?, 4887
Uncertain date, IG vii 489.

Identification

The tombstones and the graves they may have crowned
here'? are probably no more than a continuation of the ceme-
teries along the Oropos-Tanagra road. What then of the other
ancient worked stones? Perhaps the capital and the one non-
funerary inscription give a combined clue. IG vii 436 reads:
“Eouwv 'Alekdvdgov *Empelnriic yivéuevog, ‘Hpaxdel. Is it possible
that the building material comes from a sanctuary of Herakles
here on the Oropos-Tanagra road? Otherwise we must consider
the stones as simple ‘pierres errantes’’. In fact, as yet the infor-
mation is too slight either to demonstrate or to negate the exist-
ence of an ancient site at Sykdminon.

3-4. Prehistoric Settlements near Oropos.

The Sites
3. Néa Paldtia

Position

The Eastern side of the bay of Skdla Oropoi is formed by the
broad promontory of Phandri, so called from the lighthouse on it.
The plain behind this promontory is known as Sakhéra. On the
South East edge is the refugee village of Néa Paldtia, one
kilometre to the East of which have been found surface remains
of an ancient settlement.

12. If, that is, they have not travelled from elsewhere.
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Bibliography™

Petrdkos, ADelt 1974, 97 — list of sherds with photographs.
Hope Simpson & Dickinson, Aegean Civ. F57 — very brief

mention. **

The finds

Only suface sherds are recorded: ™.
EH III, MH ("Minyan'’), LH (including LH III).

4. Milesi

Position

Milési village is about 4 km South of Skdla Oropoii on the main
road to join the National Highway near the railway station of
Sphendali. About 1 km North of Milesi have been found traces of
another prehistoric site.

Bibliography

AA 1962, 211 — summarized, Petropouldkou-Pentazos op. cit.
site X7-Y8, 3.1¢

The finds

Again only surface sherds are recorded with no details:
MH, LH III

Identifications

No ancient name can be given to either of these sites. '

13. Syriépoulos, Mpoioropla, 102, ME 76 confuses this account with the
following site. In a sense this conflation is followed by Petropouldkou and
Pentazos, op. cit. X7-Y8; 3 (the following site); their reference to this site is
X7-Y8; 5.

14. Cf. Petrikos, op. cit. 11-2.

15. Apparently some are in the British School's collection, cf. French,
Prehistoric Pottery Groups from Central Greece figs. 11 and 14.

16. Cf., however, preceding note.

17. Hope Simpson and Lazenby, Catalogue 22, try to identify the Néa
Haldna site with Homeric Graia. I have dealt elsewhere with the whole
question of Graia, a Homeric name claimed equally in historic times by
Oropos and Tanagra (Euphrosyne 1970. 3-22; cf. section I1.3.10 below).




I1.6
Siphai*

{maps, figs. 18 and 21}

The area of ancient Siphai, surely one of the smallest divisions
of all Boiotia, is the area around the East end of the large Bay of
Dhomvraina. It comprises the small plain around the bay and the
mountain slopes that enclose it; the slopes, that is, of Korombili
itself (907m} to the East and of its large projection, the ridge of
Mavrovotini {616m}, to the North. To the South it containg the
small ridge of Tapsild (234m), another outlyer of Korombili, which
forms the arm of land enclosing the bay on its South.

No permanent water courses flow through the area, but the
small plain is well watered by the many torrents draining from
the mountain slopes into the Bay of Dhomvratna. Parts of the plain
do support some cereal crop, but the bulk of its agricultural pro-
duce comes from the many olive trees. The area’s main economic
source for long was the large salt pan in the North East corner of
the bay, though this seems recently to have fallen into disuse.?
The number of small fishing vessels normally moored at Alikt
indicates another source of income, and the surrounding hill
slopes provide considerable areas of grazing for many flocks of
goats, flocks which come even from as far away as Evangelistria on
the South side of the Kopais.

Only one small settlement exists here today, Alikf {109}, so
named from the nearby salt pan. In antiquity too the area con-
tained but one settlement, the city of Siphai or Tipha.®I have here
included rather arbitrarily a note also on the Mavrovoiini sanctu-
ary. Since the site lies right on the dividing line between Thespiai
and Siphai it is difficult to tell to which it would have belonged at

1. A brief but useful description of this area is given by Heurtley, BSA
1923/4 — 24/5, 40-1, and another by Paul Roesch, Thespies 56. The latter
lists a number of other accounts, n. 5.

2. On olives and salt at Alik! cf. Philippson-Kirsten, Griech. Landsch. 457,
3. On the name variation cf. our note, BSA 1970, 243 no. 2 and Geyer's
remarks, RE (1929} s.v. Siphai, 262-3. I will here use the form Siphai
attested both in Thoukydides and IG vii 207.

167
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times of the latter's independence from the former. In any case,
not being a settlement, it does not really affect the main aspect of

this study.
1. Aliki — SIPHAI
The Site

Position

The entire East end of the bay of Aliki is a sandy beach. At
only one point is this strand broken, where a rocky hill reaches to
the very sea, cutting the beach into two sections, the larger being
to the North. This rocky hill is the end of yet another ridge
running out from Korombili; its West peak provided the akropolis
for the ancient city which lay in the smaller plain to the South.*

Bibliography®
Leake, N. Gr. ii 503 — a brief description; one has the impres-
sion that Leake only observed the site from the Mavrovoiini
ridge, and heard a verbal description. His account is
summarized by Frazer, Paus. V, 164.
Forchhammer, Halkyonia 17-20, 30-32.
*Lebeégue, De oppidis et portibus 89-97 (with sketch plan) —
very good description of site.
Lolling, Urbddekker 85-88 — a full description.
Heurtley, BSA 1923/4 — 192415, 40-1 and 44.
Geyer, RE (1929) s.v. Siphai 262-3 — collects ancient sources,
| but is no use on the modern site.
il Hope Simpson & Dickinson, Aegean Civ. no. G37 — sum-
marizes several previous accounts.
Roesch, Les Cahiers d'Histoire 1969 fasc. 4, 7-9 — very useful,
brief description.
Tomlinson & Fossey, BSA 1970, 243-263 — some remarks
en passant.
*Schwandner, AA 1977, 513-551 — very detailed and useful
study of the visible remains.
Buck, History 11 — short description.
Fossey & Giroux, Teiresias 1979 Archaeologica, 3.

Structural Remains (ct. plan, tig 2U)
The walls of the akropolis are particularly well preserved on
the North side where they follow the line of the extremely steep

4. Photo: Tétaris and Kotnis, ITpaxtxa i *Axadnutag *Abpvav 1968 pl IL
5. This scenic but remote spot has received but little attention from

archaeologists and travellers.

SIPHAI
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slope of the hill.” Despite its steepness this slope was not insur-
mountable, as is shown by a small gate in the wall high up on the
slope. The wall descends the West end of the hill and runs out into
the sea on a quay; at the point where it crosses the VEry narrow
space of flat ground between the foot of the hill and the sea, it is
pierced by a fine monumental gateway flanked on either side by a
small niche. The East end of the akropolis is fortified only in parts:
for the rest the hill drops away so steeply as to obviate the need
for any wall. The wall can be traced at many points along the
lower parts of the gentler slopes on the hill's South side, but for
the most part it is much less well preserved. With the exception of
two stretches of the North wall which have been repaired in mor-
tared work with small stones and at least two pieces of similar
repair work in the South wall, the walling is entirely in coursed
ashlar masonry with interval square towers; this type of walling is
common in the South coast fortifications.” In addition to these
walls Heurtley noticed remains of a wall in large blocks just below
the summit; he suggested that this might be Mycenaean,® but 1
have been unable to find these remains.

Against the inside of the North wall of the akropolis are the
substantial remains of a vaulted building in mortar and rubble
construction which Schwandner identified as a cistern: other
traces of mortared buildings are noticeable on the akropolis, two
of them plainly chapels. Near to the South wall is a double well
or cistern.

Of the lower site little remains in the way of structures, but
Schwandner was able to trace the Eastern part of the circuit wall,
together with one gateway, again all in ashlar construction. At the
very Southern end of the beach, outside the line of the latter wall
however, are the badly preserved remains of a small temple in the
Korinthian order and probably dating to the Imperial period.®
Between here and the akropolis many remains of ancient quays
and moles can be seen in the water, eloquent testimony to the
flourishing small harbour of antiquity. The harbour's position and
the small temple are clear indication that the small plain behind
this part of the beach, to which all access is cut off by the akropo-
lis, must be the site of the lower town, but only surface pot-sherds

6. Photo: Tétaris and Kotinis, op. cit. pl. I, 1.
7. Cf. Tomlinson and Fossey, op. cit. 263,

8. Loc. cit,

9. Opinion of R.A. Tomlinson.
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i rate its location; soon they too will be beyond
;g:éilg; ?hcils:3 Eﬁgslglain has now been divided into lots for the con-
i ummer villas. : '
Struc’Islllc;nb?lfilsc,ling r:mains plainly belong in particular to.ton[f)en-
ods, although the surface sherds indicate a long o.cculgatl%p. i ;;f;
mi't the possible Mycenaean wall there are the fm.e ortlflIc{a
Of the fourth century B.C. and the many constructions of Roman
gate Local inhabitants have also spoken of the finding Ofl?rmldllr'lg
rema'lins with tessellated floors in the plain 1'\Ior.th qf thehat tﬁpoS 11tse
e e amoral weriod. 5 At the South West oot of the
flourished in the Imperial period. \ oot of the
i arbour, is a large accumulation of soi )
glé{)(:?s?lclz%t Itlﬁigutggl:ly a new road to the villa plots. The 1p:otterty in
this is almost entirely of Roman date and mostly of 5th century

A.D. or later." ‘
No tombs are reported as having

of AlkL.
s, 12

d Small Finds. . ’
gﬁt‘iﬁlﬁwH (Grey and Yellow Minyan), LH II, LH IIIA-B,

Archaic (Korinthian), Classical, Hellenistic, Roman (late ripple
ware, A ware, Argon Ware).
Hellenistic terracottas.

been found in the area

Sculpture

4th cent. relief stele;'® Hellenistic relief stele {IG vii 2376).

iptions .
Insc%g)mbstones: Epichoric, IG vii 2369.

or Hellenistic, IG vii 2370-1,
4tg;;;1,t;g7-2380, 2382, 4245-6.
Hellenistic, IG vii 2376; BCH 1904, 432

no. 4.
Roman, IG vii 2372, 2375, 2381.

Uncertain date, IG vii 2374.

10. Tomlinson and Fossey loc. cit. .
11. This material was carefully examined in 1968 by P.A. Rahtz.

Cf.
i terial comes from my own surface survey. Cf
Ilizéuylg;t o;f :?Lli-dfm;ld ADelt 1965 Khron. 242. The la!tter_refers specifi-
cally to fortuitous findings of Hellenistic pottery and figurines.

13, ADelt 1917, 247.
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Thi : € appearan ; .
hisbe since Pausanias hag CSZt%fu;niik;n%V Tipha/Siphai West of

eusis to Thj > A : .
Andstia with Silgg‘;'i.l:gr this reason Legke lﬁt‘ifgt);?gecnon‘ from
Inscriptions of KhOrr' 1at was, of course, before h i u?d Kdstron,
correct identificy; Sl at Khdstia, Frager. 15 whil ¢ discovery of
serious Objectic,nrlfo? of Khorsiai still considereq t%;?cﬁgmzmg the
Pausanias' toxt, = \Qentifying Siphaj with Ah’kft igre was'a
view of

Not only is th
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does not constitute sughaltemmlve site, bu
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Easter, thus passi Say have sailed direct.
1 area of the Bay of Sing by the entrance to the

and on]
only subsequently heard of lor Visiféld%ﬂtlﬁehlg?our of Siphai,
- er.

4. NGr ii, 514-6,
15. Pays. V, 164,
16. BSA 1970, 243 n, 2,

oS i
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There can be little logical doubt that Aliki is the ancient Siphai.
The one thing Pausanias really noticed at Siphai was a temple
of Herakles {“Hpaheidv te Tihpouebaly dott xal Eopriy Eyovav Enéretov).
Might it be that the small Roman temple at the Southern end of the
peach was this Herakleion?

2. The Mavrovorini Sanctuary: a note.
The Site

Mavrovotni is the name of the mountain which encloses the
plain of Aliki to the North. The main peak is at the North East
corner of the area and a long shoulder, sometimes known as
Ghotilas, stretches Westward. About half way along this ridge the
old road from Alikf to Xeronomi crosses the watershed. At the very
crest, to the immediate West of the road is an extensive site.

Bibliography
Lolling, Urbéidekker 82-4 — good description, not published

and thus not available for inclusion in:

*Tomlinson and Fossey, BSA 1970, 243-263 — a full account of
a detailed surface survey, with such references as previ-
ously existed.

Schwandner, AA 1977, 516-9 — a recent survey and prelimin-
ary notice of the excavation of two buildings; not fully
aware of previous work at the site.

There are, in fact, four stages in the structural history of the
site. The earliest, and that with the longest history, is a small sanc-
tuary whose life began in Late Geometric times and ran down
well into the Hellenistic period; it appears to have gone out of use
by Roman times. During the early 4th century B.C. it seems to
have been incorporated into the corner of a large Spartan military
base. Shortly after that, to the immediate West of the site was con-
structed one of the many watch towers in ashlar style belonging to
the extensive defence system of the Boiotian South coast (cf.
Appendix 1V.2). Finally the North East corner of the Spartan fort
was constructed into a small square fortlet with circular corner
towers and containing a tiny Christian chapel; this fort we take to
be late Roman in date and an outlying defence of Siphai on the
coast below. Unlike other sanctuary sites there is no indication
that the Mavrovoiini site was ever a settlement; ' its history was

purely religious with military intervals.

17. Cf. Lebégue, de opidis et portibus 88.
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Identification

Two Hellenistic dedications from the site are to Artemis Agro-
teira and it is thus possible that she was the original patron of the
sanctuary, although her cult could equally well be a later intro-
duction to the site. The distribution of certain types of Artemig
cults will form the subject of a separate study.

BOUNDARIES AND RESOURCES"

The boundaries marked on the maps (figs. 18, 21), although
not directly documented, can hardly be disputed: they are
imposed by the terrain itself. To the West and South [outside the
arm of Tapsild} the sea itself provides the boundary, though it is
very probable that some of the islands in the Bay of Dhomvratna
may also have belonged to the city of Siphai. To the East the mass
of Mount Korombili is an impenetrable barrier, and the ridge of
Mavrovoini, while not quite so impenetrable, provides a decisive
boundary to the North. Apart from a path around the coast, at the
foot of Korombili, into Livadhdstro Bay, there are only three ways
of access to Alikf from the hinterland." One, followed by a very
recent graded road, leads through the high col between Korombili
proper and the chief peak of Mavrovoiini, and descends into the
North East corner of the small coastal plain.?” The other main
route, obviously that used in antiguity, passes over the Western
shoulder of Mavrovotini, past the Spartan invasion base and into
the North side of the plain. A third, route crosses over the very
Western part of the Mavrovoini ridge, descends to the coast and
thence into the North West comer of the plain.

The isolation of this area must have meant that in the days of
its independence at least, it would look rather to the sea than to

18. No literary texts tells that Siphai was in fact an independent city.
Thoukydides {iv, 76) and Apollonios Rhodios {i, 105} plainly regard it as a
part of Thespian territory. The only inscriptions from the site are tomb-
stones. It is simply the inscription IG vii 207 from Aigosthena in the
Megaris which makes it clear that during part at least of the Hellenistic
period Siphai was an independent xéiic. Paul Roesch has argued that she
may have been independent after the dishanding of the Boiotian Confed-
eration by the King's Peace of 386 B.C. (cf. Les Cuhiers d’Histoire 1969,
fasc. 4, 7; also Thespies 54-6).

19. On the first two cf. Tomlinson and Fossey, BSA 1970, 244. On the
footpath around the coast from Livadhdstro cf. Roesch, RevPhil 1967, 292.
20. A side route departs from this road up in the col and descends the East
slopes of Korombili to the bay of Livadhdstro; cf. Roesch; loc. cit.
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the hinterland. In fact the only ancient author to mt?ntion, in-
directly, its resources refers to a particular type (_)f fish caught
there (Aristoteles, Hist. anim. ii, 13). We may logically assume
that in antiquity, as today, fishing was one of tbe occupations of
the inhabitants. At the same time its small plain may well have
supported a certain amount of agriculture; it might produce such
crops as today, olives and cereals. Some of the surrounding
slopes would naturally provide pasturage.
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Fig. 31. Anthedonia

11.10
Anthedonia

(map, fig. 31)

Anthedonia' is a long coastal plain trapped between the
Northern Barrier mountains and the North Euboian Strait. The
parts of the Barrier mountain range in question are Ktipds and its
foothills which bound the plain to East and South; to the West
Ptoion performs the same function. The plain slopes quite gently
down from the mountains to end in a long straight sandy beach
Jooking Northward to the mountains of Euboia.

The ring of mountains is not quite complete; in the South
West corner only the low ridge of Rdkhi runs between the Ktipas
foothills and Ptoion. Over this ridge the coastal plain connects
easily with another small plain around the North East end of Lake
Paralimni.? This small plain is, however, in its turn trapped
between higher, steeper foothills of Ktipas, Lake Paralfmni and the
very steep sites of Ptoion.

A high col almost at the end of Mt. Ptoion allows a route to
pass to the other side of that ridge and there reach the bay of Skro-

néri,® until recently the most isolated corner of ancient Boiotia;
apart from the route just mentioned, the only other means of
access to this bay are very difficult, over the Western parts of the
Ptoion massif.

Access even to the main coastal plain is not easy. Apart from a
coastal road from the East and Khalkfs,* there are two routes
through from the South. One runs North East from Mouriki to
Platandki and then winds and climbs its way over the consider-
able foothills of Ktipés to the plain; the other runs North from
Mourfki to Lake Paralimni whose Southern side it then follows into
the small plain at the lake's end and so to the coastal plain.’
Neither of these routes is easy and most communications are with

Khalkis by the coastal road.

1. For the name cf. Strabon ix, 401.
2. The size of this plain fluctuates a little with the level of the lake.
3. Traces of an ancient road along this same way were still to be observed

in 1965; cf. Teiresias suppl. ii. (1979) 9-13.
4. An ancient road also followed this line; cf. Bakhuizen, Salganeus 141-4.
5. Tt is not certain which of these two carried the ancient road from

Thebes to Anthedon (cf. section 11.9.9).
251
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The areas as a whole toda

Y contains only one village, Loukisiq

(832). The local economy is
the plain together with the

based on a rich cereal crop in much of
produce of many fine citrus groves. The

slopes of Ktipds sup

port the ubiquitous vines and provide gooq

pasturage. Surprisingly little fishing is done. In antiquity this areq
contained five settlements; 1) Loukisia, 2) Pyrgos, Palaiometékhi, 3)
the small site at Tourlo, 4) the small site on the Skroponeér
peninsula, 5) an extensive site at the head of the Skroponéri bay,

1. Loukisia — ANTHEDON
The Site

Position

Loukisia village, on the slopes of Mount Ktipds, overlooks the
coastal plain from approximately the centre of its South side,
About 2 km below it, at the coast, a low ridge running out from
Ktipds ends in a small hill just over 20m high. This hill, right above
the shore, appears to have been the akropolis of a fairly extensive
ancient settlement.

Bibliography.
Rolfe, AJA 1889, 443-460 — an account of the wretched
American excavations.

*Schlédger, Blackman and Schéfer, AA 1968, 21-102 (+ correc-
tions, AA 1969, 229-231) — a very detailed account of the
study of the site and especially its harbour. A full bibliog-
raphy is given (pp. 22-5) for studies before c. 1967.¢

Fossey, Teiresias suppl. ii. {1979) 9-13 — a few remarks.

Buck, History 21 — short description

Hope Simpson and Dickinson, Aegean Civ. no. G43 — brief
summary.

Wallace, Strabo 57-9 — useful description of site.

Structural Remains.” (cf. plan, fig. 32)
Almost the entire circuit of the town walls can be made out
enclosing an approximately square area of c. 600 X c. 600m. The

6. A preliminary account was given by Blackman et all., Archeologia 1967,
12-7.
7. Cf. Schliger et all,, op.cit. plan 1 and pl. 1.
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North side of the square is the coast and the akropolis lies in the
North East corner. In the centre of the North side is the small har.

bour, prime subject of the Anglo-German investigations in 1966
the area is sometimes known as Mandréki, from this harbour,
The construction of the town wall is apyarently in courseq
ashlar blocks with frequent interval towers,” at least in the best
preserved South Western part, though even here the masonry ig
much concealed by vegetation. Nothing of the walls has been
excavated. On the akropolis, apart from two walls of smaller

stones revealed by the American diggers, the North wall can.

clearly be seen to a height of some four courses.®

Outside the circuit, to the South East, on a small knoll the
Americans also found a building complex which they identified ag
the temple of Dionysos. Nothing of this remains above ground
today, and the excavators’ plan is difficult to reconcile with the
written account.” No small finds directly associated with the
building were published. Finally, while the site may indeed have
been a temple, there is no certainty; its identification with the
temple of Dionysos has no firm foundation. Also outside the
circuit, to the West this time, on a small hill by the shore, have
been found surface sherds of Neolithic date. !

It is at the harbour area that the most noticeable remaing
occur and here too the Americans excavated; this also was the
centre of the Anglo-German researches in 1966. Behind the large
Southern quay of the harbour a number of walls was revealed. 12
Out of the complex of walls the plan of an apsidal basilica with
mosaic floors has been recognized and appears to have parallels in
the fifth century.” The harbour also is now shown to have a late
Roman date, probably in the time of Justinian; a close similarity is
to be observed between this and the remains of the harbour at
Dhilesi (I1.3.9) both in style and probably date.

8. Fora description, ibid. 29-30: cf. Scranton, Walls 178, Type D5 no.1,
Since much of the wall lies under soil it is, of course, impossible to know
the exact number of towers and gates in the circuit; Roesch's affirmation,
Princeton Encyclopedia 59, that the walls are "'no doubt" Hellenistic is far
too categoric.

9. Schldger et all, op.cit. pl. 62,

10. Rolfe, op.cit. pl. XIV.

11. ADelt 1973-4 Khron 447; cf. Sdmpson, AEM 1980, 158 no. 70.

12. Rolfe, loc. cit.

13. Orlandhos, "Apxetov 1@y Bulavrivay Mynuetww e ‘EAdddoc 1937, 172-4.
14. In fact the Justinianic date for Anthedon has been questioned and a
mediaeval one suggested: Hood, BSA 1970, 37 and 42, nn, 3, 11,
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nd Small Finds'® -
llilzt(ﬁ;;yh?c, EH (including EH II), MH (Grey and Yellow Min

an), LH IIB-C, Geometric (including LG), Archaic (including

¥{orinthian), Classical (including lekythoi bases), Hellenistic,

including both sigillata and late rip[?le ware).
Romjn ]\/][[;nci:aeargl (LH IIIC?) bronze worker's hoard."®

idian flakes. .
gblfcl)aﬁinof Hellenistic coins, lost in the early 2nd cent. B.C,,

ntained primarily Euboian pieces as well as Athenian and one of
co :
Demetrios Poliorketes."

iciﬁt:ﬁeround altar with boukrania and rosettes of the 4th

i i in 1965 and 1966. It has
.C.1 the fields near the harbour in '
o l?egn er‘{)errz:)\.red to the Thebes Museum along W1tl}) a marble
Fg:;;d measurer.'®* Two monumental lions of Imperial (?) date are
1 =

also recorded."”
ptions™ ot : 21
{nscngeg;lse of proxeny: Hellenistic, unpl_l_bhshed.
11 Military Catalogue: Hellenistic, IG vii 4172.

ry - .
s, AR ARG Documeiflle?lenistic, BSA 1896/7, 106-111 (list

of ouvBitor);?> AA 1968, 99-102 no.
3 (decree of ouvBbton).”

i istrates: Roman, IG vii 417_3..
el 5th-4th cent., IG vii 4178.
Hellenistic, IG vii 4174-7; BCH 1902,

234 no. 15.

iv.
v. Boundary:
vi. Dedications:

15. Cf. Hope Simpson, Gazeteer 128-9 no. 437 ("'Mandraki'’|; Schléager et
, op.ci  ADelt 1973-4 Khron 447. .

Elllél C].?I{)(-)ﬁ'g zipné?r.& 1949-190& 104-7, pl. 15. Brief dlscuss:lon anci SQtIE;Efr

reference;. are given by Blatczikman {chléidggzuztsélﬁ, g];.cg.a t;llisngn- C)])}grio}
ially the catalogue and scattered discus ¢ ; i

E?’I?):zgvg;k in the Mycenaean World {1964) p(ZISSlm and partlcélzati{ly EI?GSH’Z

17. Noe, Bibliography of Greek Coin Hoards® (1937) no.35. Cf. Ha ]

BCH 1969, 701 and 707.

18. ADelt 1967, 240. e o
orte, AM 1878, nos. -4. ]
ég IS{(?rrr:: of these inscriptions are re-examined by Paul Roesch, Efudes,

gifsil‘n;;is is to be published by Denis Knoepfler (cf. Roesch, op.cit. 12-3).

22. Cf. re-edition by Roesch, op.cit. 112-7.

23. Cf. Bull.épigr. 1969 no. 288, and re-edition by Roesch, op. cit. 91-104.
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vil. Tombstones: Epichoric, IG vii 4179-4182-
1969 Khron. 185 no. 7.
4th cent., IG vii 4183(?),

4188-4193, 4210: AR 1935 Khron o

Hnlo.32, 6 no. 77,
ellenistic, IG vii 3466, 4
! , 4194.
4211-4225; 4230-3; BCH4f§°9'
3339-4 nos. 10-11, 13, 14; 44 19g§’
-9 nos. 1-2; BSA 1 /
14-19, 21, 7T 1R
Roman, IG vij 4186-7, 422
1 iy 8'9r4 8}
BCH 1902, 324 no. 12; Ba 21?72’

125-6 nos. 20 (+ Teires 1
s 1 (+ Teiresias E.76.09]

Identification

i. Herakleides ; 23 — el
N skl r 23 - eGlev (sc. from Theb i’
::0‘2? PE; 630c¢ ﬂ:lemoc' apoFhlarog 8’ dypéiov nopefoces}' s%q‘ A‘ten%m
LEYAN T peyélel, in’ adric i EOB Wil
%yopav Exoug xatddevdpoy TATUV, GTOXTE dveth

mheoveklay 2y "Avindév —

The next sectj
ction, on Euboi ins, i
atddio; 0! I e

_Anthedo_n quite clearly at the Louk

(cf. Herakleides' 70 stades = ¢, 13 km)

The identification j i
e is further confirmed by two other ancient

- 01{10.‘ "E;E'fptglnéix,,é 46?0 on th~e B’oi,otian North coast — éri 8¢ 163 o8
Tigadle ok 3de T‘;lafaTrou Eupc,nou axtbopévng tic rapahlag, tf ;fg:
7 o avaypxiv, i 8’éml tov Zodhyavéa xod v
ibid. 401 — : ¢
: petd 88 T ; 4
’ 1 A ovée *Avindcoy,
E%ﬁig-rq?’g%mgéxng ne:pal[cxg g mpog EdBoly, xaBdmep xai & mo
il ?{ ;a_ T éce(_a‘téwcow.” Next comes a ment; lmﬁ?
e atal.‘ Xow 8¢ Ty mapakiay TNy xheTolal q>o¢cw0£l 3
e $5 qg; o qa'fo ol I?ocstﬁc?wog {epdv top Alyaloy- duviiab Tg";
potepov. Glapua 8 dotv dmd uev "AvBndovoc elc Aiyéqgt:“rév

,e’t'xoar. otédiol. A small di i igai
o e gression on Aigai follows, gy 3

TOAg Apévar Exouaa,

ADgj

ANTHEDONIA e

iii. Pausanias ix, 22, 5 — & v dplotepd 100 Edplmov Meaadmiov
#pos xahotpevov xod bn” 0t Bowwtdow énl Bahdaong méhs Eativ * Avbndev.

Both Strabon and Pausanias place Anthedon West of the
Euripos and at the foot of Messapion (= Ktipds); this is the situa-
tion of the Loukisia site. Strabon adds a further distance:
Anthedon lies 120 stades from Aigai. The latter is usually located
to the South of Limni in Euboia.* Limni itself is some 30km from
our site; a position to the South of Limni could then well be about
120 stades (= c. 24 km) from our site.

These ancient testimonia leave little doubt about the identifi-
cation of our site with ancient Anthedon. An inscription recently
noted for this site is worth mentioning here:

BSA 1974, 125-6 no. 22 reads Map(x){ "Ov(n)o|({)pn *Avln |Sovic
o, XOTPE.

This is the first inscription from the site to mention its ancient
pname. For this rare occurrence of an ethnic applied to the
deceased’s name when buried in their home town, cf. IG vii 483,
SEG xv 303 and 307, and Petrdkos, Epigraphikd 51 no. 70, all from
Oropos and all the tombstones again of women.

2. Pyrgos, Palaiometékhi — ISOS
The Site

Position

The small plain at the North East end of Lake Paralimni is
dominated from the West by a foothill of the Ptoion range. From
the mediaeval tower which crowns it this hill is known as Pyrgos,
but there are more than mediaeval antiquities on this hill, for it
formed the akropolis of an ancient city whose remains extend
around the feet of the hill. After the drainage of the Kopais Lake
and the subsequent rise in the level of Paralimni all trace of the
town disappeared beneath the lake, only to be revealed by the
considerable drop of the lakes in 1966, just like the ancient city of
Hyle/Ouingra (11.9.12) at the South West end of the same lake.

Bibliography
Ross, Wanderungen 132.
Noack, AM 1894, 457-8 — talks of the akropolis walls follow-
ing a note by Lolling, Urbddekker 33.
*Lauffer, RE (1959) s.v. Ptoion 1575.

24. Cf. RE ad loc, perhaps by Politikd; Kirsten, Kleine Pauly i, 155.

™
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*Pharédklas, AAA 1968, 139-140 — an important but far too

brief account of investigations carried out in 1968

Buck, History 13 — brief notice calling the site Skdlq
Paralfmnes; correctly referred to p. 21.

Hope Simpson and Dickinson, Aegean Civ. no. G4z _ badly
confused with material from the Ouingra site (11.9.12)

Wallace, Strabo 107-8 — brief; attempts to identify site with
Peteon.

Sampson, ADelt 1973-4 Khron 448 — important notice of sur-
face observations (cf. AEM 1980, 159 no. 72).

Structural Remains cf. plan. fig. 33 i

On the akropolis is a variety of walling.? The mediaevg]
tower is itself surrounded by an apparently contemporary walj %
but outside this, running in fact around the very edge of the hi]|'s
fairly flat summit, is yet another wall. Noack described this ag
polygonal in style, but it appears to me more like that clasg of
rough walling which occurs at various dates and sites in Boiotia,
On the Eastern side, however, the style is different, employin

structed than the rest; or it is possible that the rough walling
represents a refortification of Mycenaean enceinte.

Noack (and Sampson| also noticed remains ot both round and
square buildings within the akropolis walls, but I was unable to
discern these in 1966 and 1976.

Below the akropolis are the extensive remains of the lower
town. Many buildings are large and well-defined, having been
washed clean by the lake's waters, as at Oingra. This lower site
was the scene of much activity by the Archaeological Service
under the former epimelités, N. Pharaklas. 2’

All around the South East sides of the akroplis is a large
number of small buildings. To the South West these are con-
structed on successive terraces, as the land rises slightly towards
the Ptoion ridge. On the edge of this area, to the South East, is a
stoa-like building with axial colonnade, and beyond this lies a
number of other ancient building remains, on one of which had

25. The akropolis remains are discussed by Noack and summarised by
Lauffer, loce.citt.

26. Sdmpson appears to date this wall as Classical but does not give
reasons.

27. The description which follows is taken from his account, op.cit.
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Fig. 33. Fyrgos Paralimnis
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later been built a Byzantine domed chur
wh01§ drained area around the North East e;}g oIfIlhfél?ettk(:;ir i
ll')exr}ii_lns (S)f many buildings, one of which appears to be a Ethe
h;g:l u:ta.Ptople distance to the North East of the city, at the fot:)tlr g?
] nt tolon, are yet more poros foundations of buildin S 3
arge area where such poros has been quarried, and oveg 30
iga}l{l Mycenaean chamber tombs approached by dromoi Alrg 3
e n;g East-North-East of the akropolis have been excz:v.r;altedo;;tl ;
arly Bronze Age tombs of a Kykladic type known in Euboj ¢
at Litharés (11.9.11) in Boiotia.? .

gottegy and Small Finds®
n the akropolis: Final Neolithic, EH, MH, LH, G i
6th cent. [black gla i enistic, Roman, Byzasti
et d(ian, glaze), Classical, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine,
About the lower site, Pharaklas s i
! g ; ays that it appears t
ll;iaen inhabited from Mycenaean to Hellenistic tirggs withop}cl)g‘e
e drem_nants even down to the early Christian period; he giy i
no details of the pottery and other finds from the area. %l

Sculpture

Pharéklas showed me in 1968
Archaic statue from the site.* the badly womdonolcll

Identification

Pharéklas identified the site wi i i

Sl . with ancient Isos on the basis of
mAnaiov 8’dctlv ’Avlndévoc | g 6 fi

: 5 : ¢ lepompentc tém fog, ¥

nolerc;ﬁ Exwv, 6 xalobyevoe “Isog. ! P . W o
is is the only ancient text to menti i

_Thi on Isos and the identifi-
f}?tltol is, thus, not sure. Pharéklas rightly remarks, howeve;
; at this is the only ancient site to lie near to Anthedon and itj
oes seem to have been mainly abandoned by Strabon's time

gg i;lDeh‘ 1969, 174-5; cf. AAA 1969, 96-7
. For the akropolis I have conﬂated'Sém »son's findi i

! pson’s findings with m :
3(1) gov\é in The:bes Muse}lm, unpublished but noted AgDelt 1968y %‘g’f
N'. trabo continues to cite this name as a suggested emendati(')n fo'r

isa in the Catalogue of Ships, II. ii 508, thus giving
"ladv te Labény *AvBndéve v’dayaré
This emendation has its attracti iyt goo
: ons, especially the geographi i

which would result, but it flies in the face of a unigtedgMg tch%i?i):r? g
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n this basis Pharaklas and I had independently come to the con-
he Pyrgos site is most probably to be identified with

clusion that t ; _
? epigraphic or other confirmation would, of course,

. .3
ancient Isos;
pe most welcome.

3. Toiirlo

The Site

A small conical hill dominates the coastal road from Loukisia
o Skroponéri bay. This hill is the Northernmost point of the
e main body of which it is separated by the
small col through which runs the road. Several traces of occupa-
tion in antiquity are to be found on the South slopes of the hill

towards the modern road.

int ¢
Ptoion ridge from th

Bibliography

Fossey, Teiresias suppl. i (1979] 1
face finds (mostly Classical).

Sampson, ADelt 1973-4 Khron 447 — surface finds (mostly

prehistoric); cf. AEM 1980, 161 no. 74.

1 — brief discussion of sur-

Structural Remains
Several traces of walling can be seen on the South slopes of

the hill. Some are built of large blocks.

Pottery ;
EH (including EH II), LH III, Classical (including 4th cent.

black glaze and painted tiles).
Identification

It is not possible to identify such a small site as this. For the
Classical period I have tried to show that this may have been one
of the 4th century watch posts protecting the Skroponéri naval

base.

32. 1 had first visited the site briefly in 1966, long before Pharéklas's
work. Fraser, JHSArch 1968/9, 19, has confused matters and thinks
Pharaklas is identifying the Oingra site, not a completely separate one.
Wallace, Strabo 63, places too much emphasis on the possibility of con-
tinuous occupation (which is not actually demonstrated) in refuting the

identification with Isos.
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4-5. The Skroponéri sites.

4. The Peninsula Site
Position
On the South side of the bay of oy i
y of Skroponéri is a small pep;
sula about 100m North to South. The near-island is in parts? ;Ei?
rocky but elsewhere has a considerable soil cover. The spit 0&;

land which connects th i i
3l e main body to the shore is VEry narrow

Bibliography
Fossey, Teiresias suppl. ii (1979) 10 — a brief notice.

Structural Remains
In the areas where soil cover is i i
good there is a consideral
amount_of scrub and low bushes. It is impossible to distinguisl]i3
any ancient structures, except traces of a possible circuit wall on

the East side; even there it is im i :
! possibl
masonry. e to recognise the style of

Pottery and Small Finds

Neo, EH, MH (Yellow Minyan|, LH IL-IIIC, 4th-3
Hellenistic?, Roman (ripple ware). ' rd century,
Obsidian flakes.

Rim of a basin in green granite.

5. The Skroponéri Kastron Site
Position

At the head of the bay of Skroponéri i i
. ponéri and in the middle of
long beach rises the hill of the Kdstron. S

Structural Remains

Apart from the military fortification which encircles the
summit itself, extensive remains lie on the South Western slopes
of the pill. Many separate 2- and 3-room buildings, some wl;th
an apsidal end, have their walls preserved to 1m height. The
detailed plan and study of these will await future publicat.ion.

Pottery
Late Roman (especially ripple ware).
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Identifications

No positive identification can be offered for such small habita-
tion sites as these. It is worth, however, posing the question as to
whether one could be the village of Phokai mentioned by Ptolemaios
(iii, 14, 8) as lying between Anthedon and the Otaian Gulf. Lauffer's
only reason for rejecting the possibility that this village lay in
Skroponéri appears to be that there was no archaeological candidate
known there *The peninsula site now provides a possible candidate.

I have tried to show that this bay may have provided a base —
perhaps the main one — for the Boiotian fleet in the 4th century B.C.

BOUNDARIES AND RESOURCES

The boundaries marked on the map (fig. 31) are those dictated
by the geography of the area. The territory is clearly defined by
mountains and sea.

A description of Anthedon's economy in antiquity is given by
Herakleides, i, 23-4 — aiitn 8¢ eliowog, ebodog, oftwy amavifovaa dud o Ty
xcopav elvon hurpdy. of 8’ dvouxotvreg axedov mhvtes dhiel, b’ dyxlotpeov xod
tyBcov, Ere B8 xoi moppdpag xod ombyyew Tov Plov Exovres, &v alytoholg te xodl
goxer xod xoAGBong xararyeympoxdreg: muppol toils Beot mhvres Te Aemrol, T&
8" dixpor Tév vdyev xamoPefpwpévor, Todg xatd Bdhartav épyasiog mpoore-
rovBérec, mopBusic of mAeloto xod vowmmyol, Thy B8 xdpav oly olov doyal-
buevol, GAN’ 0Bt Exovteg, abrols pdoxovres dmoydvoug elvon Mhadxou Tod
Bohaaalon, ¢ Ghede fiv Guokoyouévens.

Herakleides gives us a good picture of an economy based on
fishing and viticulture. The fishing products of Anthedon were
plainly well-known in antiquity (cf. Athenaios, Deipn. vii 316 a)
but the viticulture had plainly declined by Roman times for Plou-
tarkhos, himself a Boiotian, says, Quaest. Gr. 19, l¢# ’ Avindcv, mepl
fic # TTuBudg ebme "7’ olvov Tpuylav, émel odx *AvBnddva valerd'" (1 yap &v
Bowotaic obx ¥ou moAdowog). Could this be the result of the city's
destruction at the hands of Sulla (Ploutarkhos, Sylla 26, 3)?

Herakleides' picture contrasts very strongly with the situation
today. The slopes of Ktipds do, indeed, once more support a fair vine
crop with a resulting good wine, * but otherwise the situation is com-
pletely reversed. The villagers live mostly off the rich cereal, vegeta-
ble and citrus crops of their land** and indulge in virtually no fishing.
They also graze extensive herds on the higher mountain and hill
slopes and it is likely that this source of revenue also existed in
antiquity.

33. RE (1959) s.v. Ptoion, 1528.
34. Personal observation confirmed by Blackman, op.cit. 26.
35. Cf. Blackman, op.cit. 27.




