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The harbour of Mounichia is located in the
eastern side of the Piraeus peninsula. It is the
smallest of its three natural gulfs. In the
overlooking hill (Profitis Hlias) traces of
prehistoric inhabitance have been established.
The history of the area follows that of the Piraeus
peninsula after the 5th century B.C. So it was
fortified and transformed to a naval base.
However the protective walls were destroyed at
the end of the 5th century B.C. and the harbour
was re-included in the Konon's program of
fortifications thus acquiring the character of an
enclosed basin "Aiunv kAgioToc" (Panagos 1968,
245, Papachatzis 1974, 98, 121). Figures ¥

Main features

Region Saronic Gulf

Use Military

Prosperity period )
(centuries) 5th B.C. - 4th B.C.
Existence of

contemporary Yes

port

Findings on site  Yes, remains of the moles, the ship sheds and the city walls.
General description

It is a natural protected harbour with a northeastern entrance formed by two
headlands which were extended with two fortified moles that ended to towers. The
northwestern mole was 190m long while the northeastern one was 95m long. The
latter one ended to a circular tower on tetragonal foundations with a side of 12m.
Remains of the foundations are still visible as well as remnants of the northeastern
mole with sections of the tower. At approximately the middle of the mole there is a
depression that hosted a building (8.3x10.15m) most probably explained as a temple
or a lighthouse (Mazarakis - Ainian 1992, 81).

In the basin's perimeter ship sheds have been located (Threpsiadis 1935,159-195) and
we must certainly presume that free space was available for repairs ("neorion") as well
as more harbour works and buildings like docks storehouses, arsenals etc. According
to its military use, it was surrounded by a wall that isolated the sea basin in a distance
of 60m from the coast. (Dragatsis-Aggelopoulos, 1899,37-41 and 1900,35-37).

At the area of Mounichia harbour inscriptions and the written sources evident the
existence of sanctuaries dedicated to Zeus Milichios, Zeus- Philios, Aesculapius, the
goddess "Soteira ellimenia" (Savior in the port) and the goddess Bendis from Thrace.
Most known and confirmed by excavations is the temple of Artemis Mounichia that is
located in the hill were the Nautical Club stands today.

Technical features

Construction

period (centuries) 5th B.C. - 4th B.C.

Port configuration Natural Harbour, Inner Harbour

Port basin size 79200 m?2

Main wind
direction SE
Port land area km?2

37m. wide, in between the two moles. At the towers on the two

Port entrance moles' tips ended the chain which safed the basin

Change of sea

surface elevation 1.5m
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Sedimentation

Outer port
structures

Inner port
structures
Land facilities
Construction
method

Neotectonic
history

Shore line
displacement

Moles

Quays

Shipsheds, Temples, Lighthouses, Defence Structures, Store
Buildings

Ashlar blocks

Function and operations

The port was used as a naval base like the port of Zea. According to the written
sources 82 neosoikoi existed there during the 4th century B.C.
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