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DAVID FABRE

HERACLEION-THONIS: CUSTOMS
station and EMPORION

Nauu heRacleion-thonis to
CAMn^^^'S ■ ■ ■ FOLLOWING THE^ ANOPic channel of the NILE

In° Pl'-'ns and the excavations carried om
sicgia Underwater Archaeology confirm ^ _^i,onis.To
^^stof(- "Concerning the two localities ofHeiacleio serein
^ Zone on the Mediterranean shoie, branch,
^^OAvn ^rider water, at the mouth of the Nile s Mouth"-
P'odorusU*''' 'Canopic Mouth' and ^^onis site:

the nl (90-20 B. C, E.) wrote concerning ,.,„ponon,
^^^tth- Thonis, which was formerly the , -j-boniswas

a  Uows into the sea" (Historiail Liimuy, h ^^^ges. which
ledTr"""' ' P°" ^tttd a site of commercial e,  founding ofAlexandria. This place was (he

the Hellenic world many Canopus_ ^exander the Great. Strabo, visiting the reg a
T'^ean^^^P^tirved in vague terms: "It is said that. i ga^e ■>
e°'"® =":eoiin lGeeg™P">'' ' of Sparta an^^-foht Of the time when Parts carried off Hefoti

Thn^""' ^'tere "the guardian of tins "t"" y Herodotus> to tT'"' *"'^fones. 2, 1,3-119^ Following th^ ̂^^aptureOdys.si.y where Menelaus, accompanie Egypt"*
h! : Off ooui-se by a storm and reach ^ pt -am" »aen supposed to have received a valt. .

P ^^::ey_ ^ A^t-ta "fVo^., of Thon. jg that the hotatth'e'"'therefore, "one can reasonably SUPP« Homer'
Wa, A'^P-fo.t Of Thonts existed at the time ^ winch

'''^"^'fohed, in the 8". or early 7'" cen'nry.

Pre.•ced

ai-j.
•Urs

30
■ivai

,  , the Saite principality was being estab-
corresponds to the time w ^ the Late
li3hed, which gave rise o t „,ded with
pgriod, this site controiiedjmc^^the Greek regions and sup g.C.E., Greeks set-

Indeed. toward the city Nokratj - m
1 a on the Canopic chann (j,g home of the

ek Naukratis - belonging (he GreekJ.,. Dynasty devoted to the go mdustry. Several
hlishment became an active ^„„gg,,ions whose organiza-estabiishm ^odAgoiis obtaine B.C.E.).The

nd activities were regoh'h^'' „,hing, tome for merchandise .mP0t«^';y_^ ,y ,he Canopic
"''"' a factories was to enter j^^^^jotus writes concerning

a Ml up the Canopic chan -
m-^'^ nd of the Greeks, he granted the
Nanltrat'5- to those w hut

live in Naukratis; to those g^^tg^t,
there by ship, he gran g^^ngh Hellciioii. was

s and most frequented „f chios,"°'aTin common by the fohn""/^^ ghies of Rhodes, Cn.dus,founded ciazomenae, ,- city. Mytilenus. Such are
'''"assus Pheselis: ""gmnas those which furnish also theHaiicarnassu beion„ ^.^^hcipate without having

the cities to w g^gs c m .gp^.
marhet ' pgndentiy from th'S ^hg^i^ns, one
any right- m P Sainians. ^ j,^g„ no
■ah^'^' Eormeriy. only Naukrat. ^,.j|^g Nile, he had
"^'"mE-yPh ■f^°"'°"ome of ins own will and. having sworn liiistMt he had not coniesweat tua

ra

to

0
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317 Element from on anchor
Hecocleiori

L." - c B C E

Bronze

L ^ 1 cm ! W 2 3

Th 0 1 • 0 9 cm

8 cm

oath, s h w.th hts shtp to the Canopic tnouth; or, if contrary winds
made this voyage impossible, he had to transport his cargo on the cZ
try s ships by going around the Delta until he reached Naukrat.s . 1,"
were the privileges of Naukratis." (Histories, 2 178-1791

Archaeological evidence proves that Naukratis was founded b f
the reign of Amasis. Herodotus seems indeed to mention a ref '
cerning the city's status. Moreover, it should be specified that n™ """
was not in all respects similar to the Greek colonies in c 1
The Pharaoh had granted a concession on the condition thaZh'"'
oly granted to 'citizens' in the Egyptian market not be com

While there is reason to suppose that the rebellion ' 'n
against Persian power may have had some impact on th r
activiry, the Naukratis Stele bears witness to economi ^ 'Colony's
last native dynasties. This stele of Nekhtnebef i Tu
the independent Pharaohs of the T'" century (thesteird^"'^''
this Pharaoh's reign - November 378 B. C E ) is "the ^
on the economy of the Greek emporion.''^ In thi ^
Pharaoh, the founder of the 30'" Dynasty,
the goddess Neith of Sais. To that end, the Phara with
other measures, the transfer to the goddess's tTe^^ among
royal levies^ concerning on the one hand the goo'd
Greeks of Naukratis, on the other hand the imporrT of the
by sea via the Canopic channel. For that purpose N
called llenaV constituted the two places of taxation f
has brought to light the etymology of Naukralis ■ . research
the -house of the porf«. Likewise, the identificati
transcribed and vocalized klicriwe by M. Lichtheim isT ^"P^nym
is the place called Thonis (= fr-Jlienet) by a numbe- it

ned thus in Egyptian because the city was at H authors,
ensive coastal lake Ihcndi whirl". of a

eity was at the erlextensive coastal lake (hcndl which

Topographical locating and soundings in the Bay ° ^ jn co-
Ehe team of the European Institute of Underwater Archae

-1

ODeratinn „ c-

•■"c Ltam or the European Institute of Underwater Arcii"^-" "o\o&
operation with that of the Department of Submarine Aid ^pprC"
the SCAE, led to the discovery of the Heracleion-Thonis site-
imately 6.500 metres off the eastern shore of the peninsula, o

icu (.0 ine discovery of the Heracleion-1 ccupy
imately 6,500 metres off the eastern shore of the peninsula, o
^ space of 1,000 by 1,200 metres, this site presents the shape
the south, the temenos of an important temple in Pharaonic s
ooked the city; to the north and east stretched the liarbou

Liic c.trmenos ot an important temple in cof3"ooked the city; to the north and east stretched the ^ j^ar
port. The quays, as well as a fore-port, opened onto the Nile
channpi Tk^ ...i_ , . " f

-••-Huayi, as wen as a fore-port, opened onto
annel

is

roih
oh^

. The whole is protected by a string of dunes. Th
^ eal, sheltered both from prevailing north-west winds
north-easterly storms. Material discovered at the time ^ssesst^^

ws that this port, composed of several large harbours an . th^
a substantial infrastmrtnro ^.rtiviry henet.  ̂ ' ^otnposed of several large naruuu. ,

infrastructure ant, witnessed intense activity h^n
' P^^^Perity. More than 700 ancient anchors of variouseen wrecks dating from the 6'" to the 2"'' centuries '

thehnnoT^ u- - z-opcai
317,  —..xig nuiii tne b'" to tne z Lcm"'-- .nttom

oh

)-, bear eloquent witness to it (see maps p- 47, see
cant Tl emphasizes that "the most astonishing
doubW another stele constituting a doubjHn,,Ki ^ ^ another stele constitutiug " - ^h

.ifi'
eaf
vvas

iet' '

founH • or tne stele of year 1 or iNt
shin " r m 1890: same material, same quality
ument co "It happens that two versions o tncerning two cities at a H^^rtance from each n ,:.r)laye

do<

ument it nappens that two vci^
cha

^'

ncp ^'hes at a distance from eac -
durinv intact at the very places where they w

--ly. JU- a Zrt distance from the P°' to
tk„ .. . ^'hally erected." In rhp twr^ upr^inns. the differe

disP

each was ^ Just a short distance from tm e
the di

'hc^^
lO

, in antiquity ^ mther
the (.anopic channel'". '^'^ttance of

sDla the two versions, the differ^ ..p
>n Nokraf ^ document. The Naukratic copy ■... . on the bank „f ,.,hile the H

■in Nokrat) document. The Naulc
^t

leioh

ity
ele wn. fhe Anon canal" (1.13), while '

^^ose mouth of the Sea of the Gree
have ij^^ l^^^^hncofSais" (1.13-14). AsJ, Yoyotte spe^^the full form of the primitive nanie n

Ttis
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315 Arrou/head
Herocleion

gth-4«h c. B.C. 6.
Bronze

L 3 cm I Diom. 1.8 cm

1
314 Arrowhead
Herocleion
g«h-4t'" c. B.C.E.

?T3cm|W.1.3cm!D.0.9cm

310 Spear butt
Heracleion
5»h_4lh ̂  g

Bronze

L. 13.3 cm

313 Spear head

Heracleion

6th_4th c. B. C. E.

Bronze

L 18 cm I W. 3 cm

^12 Spear butt
■^sracieion
5»-4»c.B,C.E.
oronze

fi^vil;'. . .. ;
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635 Coin

He'-adeion

A'-'c. B.C E.

Siluer

Diam. 2.T cm 1 Wt. 15.A2g

636 Coin

Heradeion

A'" c B C E. (?)

S'luer

Diom 2 A cm I Wt. 15 16g

mm

367 Coin weight
Hc-rfjf If-irjf,

H ;• 6 f-rr ■ w e'. 6 cm ; Ih 0 6 cm ! Wl A1 6g

r.i-,,. ̂ -.ther lower Delta Tlione by the mentiondistinguished from that of the otnci i , ^ .u
^  M-,nkratis came under and which bcnefitted byof the metropolis whic. h NaiiK - i-r<"
'  - j , r-moDic trade. It is difficult not to men-

orivilege from taxes levied on C.anopi ^^  ̂ ,,.,,.„,.ising bronze object found at the site of
tion in this connection a sni p
Heracleion, a crest ron ,.„ximately lour metres high (cat. 308,
must have topped a statue a, ! remainder of a monu-
p.227). It was easily suppose .
mental statue ol Athena, wh is m
confirmed by the discovers confirmation of the
Greek goddess kat.lSJ, p according to Herodotus, a temple of
hypothesis that whose name and lost location were vaguely
Herakles depended and who. "
known by Hellenistic ge g . P

In the fcmc'iios, the statuai > ,•• • j
,  •,,,..1 ,,u>ns Is. bronze figurines and ceramicmaic Period Nevertheless, ritual utensil . ^

maicrcii aigt-ovcred <u-i the bottom by soundings,
and limestone vases ^1,,, pHnth of a Har^
Among these bionzc o j falcon head attributed to the
pokrates and an of ibcse objects extend from the
Saito-Persian crio . . . perfume burner in the form of n small
6'" to the D' ■ Yi-om the fV" century (cat. 134. p. 257),
Greek female sp mx ^ .ovations of Heracleion-Thonis. where the

Like Naukratis. the excavations c . . .
r rt'f'k travellers and mercenaries hadmerchants of Naukratis and OrccKiiiciv-na .^;k,,i,. roncrcte information regarding eco-

rndition reported by Herodotus, Psammeticus.
Indeed according to a traaiiioi i , • j •

,  rtho 7fi"M3vnasiy. called on Greek mercenaries to drive
rhe first king of the 2o i-'yiia. .y , . , ,

away the Assyrians and restore the un.ty of Egypt lo h.s advantage; later,
he is said to have positioned them in strateg.c locat.ons, part.cularly_  , - T region open lo invasions. The presencethe eastern part of the Delta a region f , ^ .

irh r-oAfnt at that time is not a legend; some ofof Greek mercenaries in 1-gyP . u. • i
them usually natives of Asia Minor, urscnbed Iheir names on the legs
of the colossal statues of Abu Simbcl upon returning from an expedi
tion in Nubia led by the Egyptian general under Psammeticus II
(595-589 B C E I The Asian Greeks were numerous enough to ■colo
nize' several neighbourhoods of Memphis, whose inhabitants were call
ed ■Helleno-Memphites- and ■Caro-Meinphiles'. Merchants must have
soon followed the soldiers. Mercenaries and Greek traders certainly
occupied the city of Naukratis, but they wore also present at Hera
cleion-Thonis, as attested by the discovery at the site of pieces of hophte
weaponry (cat, 307, 309, p. 220; 310. 312. 313, p. 222; 305, 314, 315, 356,
p 2231 and of telradradim.s with Athenian types (cat. 435, 436, p, 224).

It happens that Athenian owl models were frequently imitated in
the course of the 4"' century B.C.H. by Persian despots, Anatolian or
Phoenician cities and even l-gyptian rulers According to Herodotus,
the first ruler who issued coins in the land of the Pharaohs was Aryan-
des. satrap of Kgypt under Cambyses and Darius 1, but none of these
coins has been preserved. This coinage must have been created between
500 and 492 B.C. I-. Toward the end of the 5"^ century the counterfeit
coinage of Attic k'trudi'uciim.s- began. Indeed, in 407 and 405 B.C.E..
Athens could no longer issue silver coins, as the l.aurion mines were

closed because of the war against Sparta. Owl coins were no longer
imported into Fg^'pt. It is then that the Pharaohs of the 28''*, 29"* and
30"* Dynasties had copies of Athenian tt'triiJnii/uiiae issued. Now, a mon
etary weight with an owl, on ilie reverse of which appears a ram's head
(Amun), was discovered ai 1 leracleion (cat. 367). The o.xcavalion mission

(2006) uncovered a bronze cube, measuring three centimetres on each
side, which bears on iltree sides different representations oft he goddess
Athena. It seems to correspond to ilie die used for siher lefnulnkiiMis in
4'Ncentury Athens, lite obverse of" which is struck with the head of
Athena turned to the riglu wearing a plumed .-\ttic helmet, and the
reverse with a standing owl, turned toward the right, behind whicli
appear an olive branch and the letters A0E (NAIQN) - (Coin) of Athens.
It should be noted that a die for these coins was also found in Athribis.

A treasury found in the Payum reveals that numerous specimens wore
issued, and a law of the Athenian nomoihctcs of 375-374 B.C.E. proves
that these imitations were already circulating in Athens, hence else
where. These coins were probablv put into circulation to pav the numer
ous Greek mercenaries wlio sen'cd in the l-g>'plian armv. When Achoris
concluded an alliance with Athens in the year 4 of his reign, the city fur
nished him, it appears, with standard dies and measures that were
brought together in ligypi. The silver coins issued by Achoris showed
such skill and cjuality that they could not be distinguished from Athen
ian coins. The buried treasure at Tell ei-Maskhiilu contained many
tetradrachms of this type which may be of" Egyptian origin. Cruder copies
may have been fasliioncd at the lime ofNectanebo 1, then Nectancbo II.
concurrently with Egyptian gold si(ik'r.s- and little silver hybrid coins. In
343 B.C. E., Artaxerxcs III Ochos, who reconquered Egypt, again issued
tetradrachmae of Attic design, but with a Demotic inscription on the
reverse meaning "Artaxerxcs the Pharaoh". Under Darius 111, the satraps
Sabaces (334-333 B.C.P..) and Mazaces (333-332 B.C.E.) issued coun
terfeit owls with, on the reverse, their name in Aramaic letters. Toward
the middle of the 4"' century there appeared in Egypt small silver coins
with Attic and Egyptian types '

While money makes the world go round, it remains nonetheless a
means of exchange, and intensely active trade between Egypt and the
lands of the eastern Mediterranean is revealed or confirmed by the dis
covery of ceramics. Imported ceramics confirm extensive contacts
toward the middle of the V millennium (from the 6"* to the 4"* cen
turies B.C. E.). Available documentation reflects great commercial
movements (cat. 378, 399, 403. p. 228; 375, p. 229; 377, 379, 387, 392,
p. 230; 407, p. 231; 391, p. 253; 382). According to ceramological litera
ture. these movements are the following: a Corinthian current, notice
able especially at the beginning of" the period, an Ionian current, a
Cycladic current, then an Attic current which particularly emerges
starting with the Persian Period, To this list can be added a Phoenician
current, the major points of which seem to have been, in addition to
Phoenicia, the island of Cyprus. The latter is perceptible notably
through the exportation of many "torpedo' amphorae (cat. 376).

At the same time as the large figured vases, different products such
as wine, oil, piicii. etc. were likewise imported in great quantities. Origi
nating on the Levantine coast or in eastern Greece, amphorae for wine,

oil and olives were among the most widespread products of the archaic
Mediterranean. They met the needs of Greek colonists but also of the
local population. Oil was essential to Greek foods'"^; wine was regularly
imported for the Eg>'ptian elite who were able to appreciate its taste

These obsen'ations lead us to inquire for whom these imports
were intended. Given the current state of documentation, we cannot
accept the hypothesis according to which Greek trade, for example, was
limited to cities founded by Greeks. C. Defernez rightly specifies: "It is
probable that the first commercial transactions betv^'een Greece and
the Levant took place with the aim of satisfying the needs of emigrant
families. But this flood of new products, and notably of semi-luxuries,
doubtless created a rapid demand on the part of the local population,
as can be seen from the sometimes numerous discoveries made in lands

very distant from port sites. The geographical distribution of objects,
whether originating in Greece or on the edges of the Levant, attests
indeed to large-scale cultural penetration during the Persian Period."'®
There were several port sites, doubtless to control the arrival of mer
chandise from the most outlying regions of the Mediterranean basin''.

Generally, the relics discovered are indicative of the existence and
vitality of cultural and commercial exchanges at that period and. by
that very fact, allow us to raise the question of borrowings, influences
and acculturation of customs and taste up to the Ptolemaic Period. Par
ticularly by means of certain objects called 'Persian' or of'Achaemenid'
t>'pe whose artistic and technical influence was felt until the Ptolemaic
Period (cat.246, p.l72; 151. 152. p.211; 153, p.203; 225-228. 239-245.
247. 340. 347).

The famous Elephantine papyrus palimpsest (TAD C 3, 7) offers
information on merchandise imported into Egypt. Let us recall data
from the text (written in Aramaic); this Customs Register of the Egyptian
Sdtrupy sums up month after month the entrance and exit from Egypt
of forty-two ships during year 11 of an Achaemenid king, and records
taxes levied at the time of this traffic'®. The ships are identified accord
ing to three criteria: first, the type of ship, then, the name of the
owner/captain and lastly, the ethnic origin. By the chance of adminis
trative organization, the register of ships coming from Asia Minor and
Che Phoenician coast has come down to us. The products imported are
not really surprising - even if one takes into account uncertainties con
cerning technical or regional specifications. In addition to foodstuffs -
Ionian and Sidonian wine, oil - one finds materials intended for con

struction, industry or crafts. First, metals: iron, bronze and more
unusually tin. Wool and cedar wood are also present. Regarding the lat
ter, we again see the distinction present in the NduLrafB Stele and theTlio
m's-Herfldeioii Stele between rough wood intended for construction and
pieces of finely worked wood'^. The importing into Egypt of construc
tion wood had been known from the early periods; an Elephantine
papyrus from the Achaemenid Period gives information exactly on the
use of different woods in Egyptian naval construction Departing from
Egypt, natron constituted the principal merchandise exported in the
holds of ships. Natron, valued by the Greeks, as Pliny reports (Nutunil

lliis dofumciil on {i.2."C I>
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LET IT BE

ATur» '^^cognizable to allATHENA'S DECORATIVE HELMET CRE^T
•  iced^^^

rvedAt the top of this bronze crest of a Corinthian-type helmet, a ^nich ̂  gul^^
.K„ curved casing in „,ec»rrest to the helmet and supported the rectangular, curved cas , joto

■/'if:

was implanted to imitate a horse's mane. The rigid hairs are gr incis'"".!
rushes that widen towards the top. The tips of the last t"-"® of ititef^' i
owards the rear. The structure of the hairs is indicated with pel""® j

--ng a long horse's tail falls fluidly, .,ualg ing. The work is of an exceptional technical and artistic leye _ ipdi ^
s a statue of over life-sized dimensions. We must ask ourse ^ j pe
ine? important to justify such a monument. While we hon'"''^^jpeii' e'
a di^ "r' displaying his military qualities, su ^^jeSS )iel
ut7 Ares the god of war, it was the ^ppian" cty''

" 'hat time depicted with <.C>^  hand). In narrirnlar. we see her wearing gilt .goSP -ji
®^joyed tne god

type Vl? particular, we see her 4th ^igO ■
Athenian tt' on Apulian vases of ^^^^^„tin po^

to Greco-R ^^^°tta figurines of the century B. C. E.
Hadriai^^^ ^Sypt, as is proven by images on the Alexan ^

■

"■om the year, presents a style
aassTcauf, E- According to R. R. R- Smith, i' ..piy^"ggest a date for^p " beginnings of the HeHchiy jty ̂

quality 0 statue from which this crest came.

century ®"^hle us to attribute it to a very^^'°tdingr„^,^-^;^-rtoave
Studies ofZ.K.

"H trMilne. 1933
1971. p.37-42; Gei:

■ ^'^Houser 1907 P-^67, no. 93, pl.713. p-980
•''S7,Mattusch,i9Q«

36^
1983. 3^

aP'
0

2
'-42; Geissen. 4. n^'-

-981. P-

gtat^ f ^ d
'359 in Pirap*^" tinalogy is provided by the magnificent fty^
found at HeraT'"^^ Ptoportions accord perfectly with ' , ^ as'4 Sr■ P'4nts a style regarded Ja^ssTcarsL, '• A-otding to R. F " ^ "'"Sgost a date for^p " beginnings of i..- *— the ' ' g
quality Of ^ from whirh this crest came,

" °r to a very good replica.
I aei ^ f-m __

1

fl :



403 Ionian Cup

Herocleion

6'^c. B.C e

Ceramic

H. 6.3 cm I Oiam 1 5 7 cm

Th. 0.4 cm

399 Squat Lekytf^^s
HProrlcirjii

Lale 6" corl ij 4" r B C b
Ceramic

H 9 6rrn I Dicim 6 1 i m I fh 0 ̂cm

378 Painted table amphora

Heraf'teior.

W I B F

fpromir
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387 BoJsal

Herocleion

Lote 5'" c. B.C. E.

Ceramic

H. A,5 cm 1 Diam. (opening) 9 7 cm I
Th.O.Bcm

379 Table amphora
t-if^rorlpion

Mid A'' r B C F

Ceramic

H ^8 S rrri I Diam l ̂  [-m

392 Kotyle

Heracleion

Late 5" -early A" c B C E

Ceramic

H 10 cm I Diam lAAcm.Tfi 07cm

«  -i

U-Vv J

0if - V

^®'acleioVi Mend
P  ' Be F
'-eramir

Mjr,

Boufi

^•^acleion
M.d V. c B C E
'-eramip
Has
Di

I Diam 1 3 A cm
''jpentnqi cm i Th 0 Scm

V'l

I



233

111 CITIES, PORTS AND PALACES

History, 31.117), was ordered regularly. The enthusiasm for natron can

be explained by the salting of foodstuffs (particularly fish} and its role
in the manufacture of earthenware and glass objects; glass objects were
produced in the Greek world beginning in the late e"' century B. C. E. in
Rhodes and in a more widespread manner on the shores ofAsia Minor^'
Without going into the detail of exchanges, it is useful to recall that
from the Saite Period to the Persian Period all sorts of products circu
lated and were exchanged among Asia Minor, Egypt, Cyprus, Syria-Pales
tine and Babylonia" - according to complex and varied processes and
circuits" whose long path, which reached as far as the Nile Valley is dif
ficult to describe. There is, nevertheless, no doubt that all these prod
ucts passed through Naukratis and also Memphis, as well as through
some other port cities^''. ®

CUSTOMS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
The stelae ofThon.s-Heradeion and ofNaukratis constitute the most det u h
sources concerning customs levied in ancient Egvnt -rv
vide, in narrative form, knowledge of the exrt t
achievements of the Pharaoh, m this case NectanLo i'
them is the transfer of part of the royal levies to the godr
as a divine offering to Neith, "in addition to what wa '
His Majesty says: "Let there be given: 1 jlo of the
finely-worked wood, of everything that con, ,?
netut. of all goods, that is, Vvery^hln ^'t is b"
house in the city called Henet; and l|io of the "u""
that arrives in Per-meryt, called Naukratis n f ^^^^ything
which are written on the account of the King s h '
divine offering for my mother Neith" ' f«nn of a

THE SITES OF CUSTOMS LEVIES
Jean Yoyotte's research has brought to T
and Naukratis, in Egyptian 'the house of th "f ftr-mem
the top^ym rr-,e„et, i.e. Thorns be^le bt 'henS
and Naukratts, in Egyptian 'the house of tb ftr-merv
the toponym ff-jkeaet, i.e. Thon.s because that'""'" '^entified
coastal l

Two sites of

planned: one was Naukratis itselfwhere the stele had been
resource to benefit the local clergy.'

from the Sea
the other, Thonis, concerning imports "of all ihat comes
of the Greeks." . ossible

The Ciislouis Kcgislf-'r of liif ligvptimi Suimpy makes i
imagine the process of levying customs: "Mrsl. ships pay that the

duties at the mouth of the Canopic channel, the Saite
port of entry and place of taxation is simply 1 honis. as „Hministr^'

vhnfmenid aui
Period and in the 4"' century - a port that the Achaeme
tion had simply preserved in its existing state...- Then,r-.7 r - ■
have

■ far as Naukratt^
paid custom.s, they arc free to go up the Nile, during

and Memphis, where important markets (particulaily ^ |j.Qn,
the Persian Period) allow them to sell their products (wi^n
wood, etc.) at good prices."-" Once their goods have
traders fill the hold.s of the ships with local |,jpe, if
natron, which they can in fact load while descending ̂  ^
port or another. Then tliey go back to I'honis. whei e th 'V
tax.'

Thonis thus constituted the western ctistom^i eo
nterpart

, to

logf

ich-control stations of the eastern Delta, which, accordiii
P̂eini>'''cal evidence, were probably located in the region of ^

perhaps even at its mouth. During the North Sinai
group of sites from the Persian Period was the

reconnaissance at the fringe of the eastern DeU'-n ^
Canal and Romana. Historical sources bear ^ a

e..Thc majority of then ^ a"increase in the number of urban site;
bsi^isons, forts, commercial stops - such as Tell el-Paiti^n"'^ ,janS'

Tell Abu Seifa, were peopled by EgyptiaiTS, Greeks, th^
and Phoenicians'". In particular, "Pelusium (Tell ̂  ^ of
btetropolis of the eastern Delta and one of the gate ̂  ^ nnal

rinc'P'

ake ,he„et)". Such a man-made laL ™ of a
cent tn ant.qmty to the entry of the Cain wa! ad
designating a canal ending in ,b- - the ter
whom Herodotus speaks (Histories 1 gfardTan"™
.ng access to the Canopic channel was 1 with sune
way of the fore.gn peoples of Wodbwro - assigned m

^PeaKs (Histories 2 ii-> , 'guardi^v.-.ng access to the Canopic channel was 1 with sune
way of the fore.gn peoples of Wodywer. a ^ b"'"' to theT"

Probably founded at that time, at the mouth of j a P'' ;,er
branch, a veritable lifeline for the towns of that regi^^

--'.-uuK. iiitruiie lOl lue luwjij s-yx

maritime artery for traffic linking the heart of
ranean."a

officers charged wuh supervising at'tb ^'^'^Vthebordel
..tgs and go.ngs „f the Carpalrr^""^ "te N.le

As we emphasized above, the texl o " sea
-Hi'radNfm .S'lt'lc c.iny.,; , die Nant-^z,-- .

A, ...s-ns,upsrronuheCai-Dathi ^Iile th. .As we emphasised above, the text " sea
m.s-Hrradi.i„„ .Side sanctions a d

types OF TAXES
decree of Nectanebo refers to several typos of ta

- on imports to Naukratis passing through Thonis;
Naukratic transactions; t-•cs

1"^^ an expi'
sions

il'i

ecisi , Stde
year 1 of his reign i,, favour of .b ^ "^octanebo i b.a ""t TTio- nerc^ ten percent. The INeiin o
Sais and proieciress of the p,.„i "*"^0,11,, in the fr^,,, toval levies". These taxes must not , cuf"
would hence,or.h be lev.ed or,,::" A tl.;r?" of [r;; 'y- 'hm were apphed U, the boats of Yawa.t m <1 pp.
Creeks, as well as on th(, imp,,,,, , "" ̂ ̂ nd prodtiets of.: '^ntcs " ■KTI'fion .STKruiw" The text which shows the ^ ggyp

■■•'■'to UUte them frol ^^ttkrat.eolh-ting serviee for ,he 'Wf l" finance a eo '"tTthe

^

di

le

file lithe would . from „
ed idi n ] -""upy, me text, wnicn m"

Saitep' customs system such as it . j^eSga:l^:-;--^..poss.hle.o.den..ly,hctyP--^ si ;̂t

 everything that arrives in Pcr-mcryl
Naukratic (craft) products'T

/  M. Lichtheim has shown that the text
npr len percent. The Neith tempi |^(oenof all rov:,i n.j.si not h^v^

ive

t'n in-kind

^

"tt" I'.gypi. f or Greek ships. I he primiP't'e  the'-^^' ,,g
^

.h it w"''^"''' "W't w.ried acco.-.--■" «ltlocl, for large C.reek ships, a pa.d ""
I he princip

rdin.g to

ory 1. Y"'
th

complementary tax, called "men's silver', was based on a le\'y of sil
and in kind; it was a kind of toll, which can be compared to a port
levied on members of the crew^'. Upon leaving Egypt, Ionian sh p
without exception, paid a tax in silver proportional to the value o
natron they took back from Egypt and nothing more.

CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATION AND CUSTOMS OFFICIALS ^
Nectanebo's decree, which alludes to preceding ones, suggests t
regulations do not date from the 4'" century. G. Posener a g
lighted the fact that administrative texts control means of access o ^
country. In fact, we are familiar with this administration basi y
a title found in numerous inscriptions: 'the official at the
foreign countries'. This function dates from the Old poithets
frontation shows that the Saites unified and systematize o
and titles while taking into account the nomenclature o t
dom, where'the officials for the kliefemu at the border ^ ^p
pared to the 'officials' of the Egyptian Late Period. Let us no ^
officials' are generally superior officers. The title o te three
location of 'foreign' countries and thus allows one to ^ flows of
distinct zones corresponding to the three great intern
exchange of Saite Egypt, from the Nubian border ' ^pg m
Delta. Two title-holders of the Saite Period offici-
^he temple of Neith at Sais. Among them was Nek ^ offerings
^fed under Amasis and who prided himself on having
fo the goddess. This testimony takes on particular mean

the development of economic relations between Egypt and the Hellenic
world during the Saite Period and the role that the Canopic channel
played in this commerce.

The outlines of the system, as seen in Nekhthorheb's narrative
i^scription3^ agree with the data from more recent sources, and a com
parison of the Tlionis-Hemcieion Stele and that of Nmikratis shows that the
essential arrangements were identical-". The three texts refer to the
reestablishment of an institution and concern Mediterranean com
merce and imports from the Aegean world. The arrangements consist
in levies carried out by the royal administration at the entrance to the
Delta According to the stelae, the customs were in the city of Thonis,
on the Canopic channel; according to the statue, at the 'gate' which
may be situated in the same area. In both instances, the beneficiaries
are the gods In the decree, it is Neith of Sais; in Nekhthorheb's narra
tive it is 'the gods' in general, but he specifies that the re-organization
of the service should provide for priority in favour of Neith. According
ro lean Yoyotte's studies, "these officials were responsible, at Thonis,
Lr the customs levied on ships obliged by the Saite Pharaoh to use the
canopic mouth. These are the regulations decided by Nectanebo, who

satfrfied byway of innovation, to raise the sum of the offerings at
L temple of Neith in Sals."-' Two centuries before Nectanebo, at the
to when Hellenistic expansion in Egypt took off, "a cusmms tnstttu-Tn controlled maritime commerce and essentially Greek commerce,

with the temples of the Egyptian gods benefiting from the taxes
levied. "42

17ft*

316 Bronze plaques
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Ill CITIES, PORTS AND PALACES

We cannot conclude this brief discussion of customs during the

Late Pharaonic Period without recalling their evolution in Greco-Roman

times. Documents that refer to the theme of state control over com

mercial exchanges in Greco-Roman Egypt have often become veritable

'classics''^^. A letter to the dioketes Apollonius written by Demetrius
relates that it is impossible to change gold into silver in the middle of
the 3^'^ century B. C. E.''^ The famous Revenue laws of Ptolemy II Philadel-
phus contain, for instance, standards relative to wholesale and retail
trade in oil^^ A contract for a maritime loan stipulates a customs decla-
ration^^ The aim of these state regulations was at once fiscal and
administrative. Concerning the destination of products, it is fitting to
mention an interesting clause in the Revenue Laws, which signifies that
individuals who imported oil for their personal use through the cus
toms office of Alexandria or Pelusium (importing in the chora for
commercial purposes was forbidden) were to pay a tax and declare their
destination. On the other hand, "all merchants who transport foreign
or Syrian oil from Pelusium to Alexandria will be excused from the
tax. but will request a permit from the tax collector at Pelusium and
from the oikoiiomicus, according to legal regulations "47 Connected t
this customs organization, a dam was constructed on the Ca "

channel of the Nile, not far from Alexandria, in order to
from penetrating the river or leaving it without paying custoi ^
for their cargoes. The control post was at the end of the Al ^
canal by which one entered Egypf"^. just like the river stc

chatwhich one left toward the south by going up i pieusiS'
(Schedia): "The canal that leads to Schedia is a little beyon
the right4^. Four schoeties from Alexandria. Schedia is a prefects
of the city with the station of the tluiituncgcs on

embark for Upper Egypt. There is located also the toll office ^ p^j^j-oon
merchandise going down or up the river. That is indeed why
bridge (schedia) was constructed, from which the town galls
After having passed through the canal that leads to Sche
on the remainder of the canal as far as Canopus, parallel t mter-
the coast included between Pharos and the Canopic mo
val between the canal and the sea forms a narrow the

which, after Nicopolis, are located Taposeiris the yi^rsirt"^^
Zephyrion, a promontory on which there is a small spot a
Aphrodite. It is said that in ancient times, there existed^
city called Thonis, from the name of the king who

ity to Menelaus and Helen." (Strabo.Geogmpliy. 17, 1. ̂ 6)

the Canopic

i
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Ill CITIES, PORTS AND PALACES

AN EXTRAORDINARY PAIR
OF TWINS

THE STELES OF THE PHARAOH NECTANEBO I
Under the Saites, the Persians and the last three native dynasties Thn
ms was the border and customs station and rhp ^
products passed on their way to Greek trading posts fn Na" T"'
Alexandria was founded, Thonis lost these fdnctions as th
oversaw the passage of imports and exports as well as the 1' """"
and import duties. For Alexandrians, the name ofTh
a memory of epic times, while knowledge of its In ™ly
only the Greek name of the local shrine survive!) He
the prestigious memory of the beloved hero linked to

During the reign of Psammeticus I (654-610 „ ̂  ,
diers had been stationed near the town that h ^ ^
Nokratj (transcribed in Greek as NaukratisI Tb""'
the Canopic channel, about a hundred kilomeUesT °n

theNile,ltwasincludedinthenomeofSaisand ofkilometres ffom the headquarters of the 26 " n''''
and its temple of Neith. patron deity of the Saite colony
Greek establishment became an active site 0 on the
several Ionian, Dorian and Aeolian cities o^nT'''
organization and activities were regulated . ""sessions whose
(570-526 B.C.E.). ^nder Pharaoh a

rru , '^asisThe natural route into Egypt for ry,
Greeks for their trading posts and factories! by th
mouth and sail up the Canopic channel Ir by the fa
...».. ™ u»., .i
prosperous activities, duly regulated b c ' "^^"kratis res,,
under the last native dynasties, as shown Jth'f ««misZu"'

" - '■»» iri thf* Tf

served. It bearr!!ourteercoLmnsTfTh''' peif
'"® nnusua,

S ite
writing system that had been fashionable during of
This text consecrates in Egyptian a decision made by the ^jjst
30^"^ Dynasty, Nekhtnebef of Sebennytos (alias Nectanebo h
year of his reign (November. 378 B.C.E.). i.e. shortly afterm favour of the temple of Neith, patron deity of Sais and pr
previous dynasties. A tithe would henceforth be levied on ohtaxes that were regularly collected for the benefit of the t
'^he goods and productions of the Greeks of tith^^'^^^f
nnports arriving from overseas by the Canopie channel- teihP^^
serve to finance a complementary offering service for

^ith, in other words an in-kind resource to benefit
w om the new ruler intended to win over. At the top o

e fourteen columns of text, there is an engraving o ue
eith a tray with food on one side and a large golden n p.

AA "^teeks were very familiar with the \ apd th^
sage long since assimilated to ^^^^gignefs-

ifiS-

weill
\ "uin ttiey had long since assimilatec

g conveyed by th
ilf

'Sf

e picture had to be clear to
oillit^rate Egyptians. _Two sites of taxation were thus planned: one was ^gped

for^!^^^ erected, and the other, 'in a to jpyr^hat is -of all that comes from the Sea of the
nonp^^!^^' "^^^l^anically vocalized as Henwe by theer than the Thonis of the Greek texts. findin^^ ^
of the Th ^^tonishing and significant of lEAS ufa"'
oise, Stele, which is a double, or a near^^^ p-
in 1890- f of Nekhtnebef, which was
^bip tnaterial, same dimensions, same . jlso
®'omttsofvecSir'"'
^ordsweredi ^t the most, five variant
l^^ukraH T> stone is as perfectly pte .,ij hi'By itself, this finding, which has thrilled ell

stofi
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^gypt and Greece, is not unexpected, because the fiscal
expressed concerned both the customs office of Thonis an
establishments of Naukratis. It is nevertheless an extreme ̂
"t the history of archaeology. It happens that both versions
ocument concerning two cities at a distance from , ^^^ur-
een preserved intact at the very places where they were

antiquity and, surely, just a short distance from t mirac-
was initially erected. The situation seems nothing ̂

°tis, especially when we think of the destruction that
mflicted on monuments at both sites and of the troublmg^^

dismembered stones foun
of Lower Egypt and the Alexandrian area. ^gj-gions. At the

^nd however, a difference between the ̂  gjtablished on
the ̂  read: "His Majesty has said. Let t i present

^tele." The Naukratic Stele specifies (line l h

clein ^he bank of the Anu canal.
Seanf (lines 13-14): "on the "We have here
the fi in the town whose name is Hone 0 . fished from
-  of the primitive name ofHeracleio". .opolison

»rTi.^ - , nri ottne ^ t-hP*^116 nti, ^^l^he primitive name of Herac eio ' ^tropohson
Which " the lower Delta by the ° j^iiege &"■"
tCi 'I'^P^nded and which benefited by pn1  . aepended ana wnicu^ted on Canopic trade. , the hard-stone
^hgraw ="^6 both splendid exampl which, sravingg. . , ^ ... __ . ,rH.tsexcelled- in^ ^cal■rav ''re both splendid exau.^.^ Tbewayto""""4'" century B. C. E. artists exce identic
Worhs °P' °"ais succeeded in producing two P ^.^j^jjghts a nic

surprising. One detail in partic" j^es of the 1^®P
technique used by the copy ^

^^^itied ^°ttom of column thirteen of t e peginnii^® ° gt^htn fo,. ^ ^ line of fine hatch-marks . ^he .
"^'^^his' minutely dotted in order , y^rhich^<>uld need to be substituted for 'Nauhratts."th

Hern *®leofTi.30»J['"»n ^"""-Heracleion
GS„'*°''ebo|''3°' l Of the reign

88r ,°crn I D, 34
cm

,uflUkre*^®

Granod'O^^^^ ;
H I95cml^
D. 3^0^^

ggcmt

.j<i

,  [
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ZkO lil CITIES, PORTS AND PALACES

on tlie first model This double display is yet another illustration of the
refined art ofcommunication at which the administration ofthe divine
Pharaohs excelled: communication between the state and its subjects
between Egypt and its foreign partners, between the human world and
the d^ne world. By means of sacred writing, politics and economics

" ' ^ Which we call

second
establishment that would become Heracieion. In t e conhg*
topographical notations of lEASM and the satellite that the
uration of the entire lower Delta corroborate formed at th^
Egyptian word hone designated the particular
mouth of the great channels of the Nile.
According to the studies of J. Y.

Excerpt of a text that appeared in Egyptc, Afrique & ^993-1994. P-
with the gracious permission ofThierry Bergerot. Cf- oy
in: Goddio 2006. p. 218. n. 120.

t'etails of cat, lie
St'l^ofThonis-Heracleion

3 (right) and 14 (left)

EXCURSUS; ALEXANDRIA,
the WORLD'S TRADING POST

Alexandria was lurncd toward the soa without being comp .
iated from the Nile Valley. U was in contact with Lake MauoUs u

linked to the Nile by canals. The clioni provided iis
'ts prosperity. On the Cianopie channel. Scheclia received nwi '

all ofl^^'pi and the Red Sea.The port infrastructures i lai
covered leave no doubt that Alexandria was the piimarv i 1
'Mediterranean. The recovered objects reveal ^.gtab-
l"t.480, 481, p. 270; 476). Upon ihcir

a new liseal and economic Structure in wliu- ^ tv.nndiiT^ of

great i„di, ' ■ -.■nm-an. The Wun ...
a new fiscal and economic sirucluro in leliich „ of

gicat trading city of the eastern Mediteiianean^ ivike the sec-
e>tandria, which the Macedonian conqueroi \\ante .-acterofthiscentre of his empire, accelerated the cosniopoliiai

already active in the 6'" century B.C.E- A ^^^nectual
^'^I'nal centre, the new capital became one of the ^ or

'es ofthe that moved via ■ "'^fntr,

'our;

Ale

As
'^and" ria.""■ . • ns means of pay*

nie irade as for domestic ^f internationalevf] ^ ^^'~''-'P'od a significant place. The rise in po^ develop-
Alexandria was the crossioa s. B.C.E.. a

j  "-Oinaue anrt iIti> lico nniei Alexandria was the ^5 B.C.E.. a
and the use of coins in Eg>'P^' ' .he royal
up in Alexandria, most ^ jn accordance

^'liich gold and silver coins . peers' aiad small
h.: Au.o .londard, piirlicuUirly coins called 'A ^
byp, ; A monetary policy was put mm ' .,,ors. Theson of Lagos. and continued by ins success

of the coins is reduced, thereby departing from the Attic standard.
Monetary circulation is limited to this single coinage in Egypt and the

olema C zone'. Moreover, according to P. Ballet, 'the monetary policy
nm into place imposed strict oversight of exchange and the _systemanc

-on of foreign currency into Ptolemaic currency. In other™"r''non Ptolemaic gold coins were melted upon their arrival in
d leavino E-ypt. Egyptian currency could not be exchanged forEgypt an . ' 3t Alexandria as at Cancpus and Hera-

'r"""HeTienistic coins discovered are. with one exception. Ptolemaic
llv struck in the Alexandrian workshop (cat. 423, p. 241; 424.
426 427 p 243). Melting made it possible to strike, among

' "■ oins Sliver trtnidradim - a metal that was rare in Egypt " issuedother coins, s ^ ^ i„„gowty ,s
by Ptolemy I expression of H. Caddel and G. Le

'T Tolemaic coin ,«r excrllma.". On the obverse of the gold andRider, the Pto „ jpe royal couple;
silver coins app had become a symbol of
on the reverse re. ^ j^e
the Lagid Dynasty, denominations
kingdom s prosper . fiduciary currency, generally used forand types, constitue ^ p. 245:440). On the obverse the bearded
daily trading (eat. the reverse, the eagle with
head of Zeus-Amun^ PP - ptokmaiou Basikios ('of King
spread or folded coins began to decline toward
Ptolemy')- The issue Ptolemaic ruler. Cleopatra \fil
,be mid-2"; c»tury B^as „turn ,o the production of bronze
51-30 B, C. E.). the fjoquent in cur-

ooms of very .teoiogicai sites (cat. 96, p. 51; 95). D. F.rent collections and

, 1993 P 75: Bcrnand. 1996: Caddel - Le Rider, 1997: Ballei. 1998,Bibliography:
p. 89-94-
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EXCURSUS: THE COINS
s Th^

421-432). Thusc were lii.^hlv valm-tl ;inti iiiu-i.' ini/ui i
.  . Roman

gold tiinvii (c-al.48y. 4901 Iroin iho porioti ol ilu' the"^-
sentt'd about a month's wagos to iho solciioi'^ coins of

.^u.. • . -iv linked
demonstrate how these two i-;gvplian ciiH's ws niono
economy, where silver was the popnlai j_-Quld oall
exchange. Merchants Irom around the MediO-iia . .^ysinoss'^

,,nul.i.,n.andn>r-"-"l-
ver coin, and undoubledlv did ical .433. 4.171-

vAenangc. iviercnanis irt)ni aiuuii«.» -

harbours ofCktnopus and 1 Icraclvion. and condut
llic fi

:

Over the centur.es since they were deserted by the.r last inhab.tants. it

tents aTdidCtrtySrbTrnTr'"T°^"'"''^''°^'''''"°"- Thesilvc.rfrom.hc.4-ctu,,t.,wHX . I- ,. .mn.U.<.nsoi nH-^^^^^^^^^^^^^past tumble, streets fill with debrlsTo beco ''' "' ''''.h'.p, a week's P»'- 1
are the most obvious effects of decav h T These oral Alexander leal. 4:i-ti are lower in v.ilue. |h i • i,roa'
much lower level too, for It .s thel'
beneath the original ground level of the city rauh
And slowly, by a process of chance dlscovl 111^^
amateur excavation, the ground Is leached of rh
tants of old. wealth of the inhabi-

Archaeologists, when invited to .ma ^
excavation ofanclent city are often present a the coin finds from theserved, base-metal, low value coinage T Pt<t-
tions, to be sure, this is important materUu''"! Iransac-

hiffh v;iino '^n^^ient owner, mrxu r. . part

g

umctcr.stuallvn2^^^^^,,a

thts may he because th: P™- -avate: nTsT
h'sh value coins

Heracleion and C.anopus arc uiuiiaia.i*-> ,nctt"
of precious metal coins they iiave vielded, ()i evvi'yd''^>"''''^''^jo

,cs to

hear u-i.nc-^ p
for over 500 years, through to the Roman
The vast majority of finds from the two sio--

en-

but

i-oadur

■tary

Uds

creS

ere.

, than the 1 ^ ea e tf"
opportunistlcburrowlngbvno "^e result of c

■«.» »«
ofth hand the"'' "ne Theofthese Cities and their inh k- ' "

'^at.83-94_

sed
-Should not be forgotten. Here we are in ihi n-'' ^ ol i^roU^^The Ptolemaic kings, wilt) succeeded Alexandci ^^^^^^ o
their borders to foreign coinage and ^-cnd (cut-^'^''
currency (eat. 438, 440. 441. 442. 443. 44:s|. ' of

,f3

,eir
economic activity of this pei"it)d. and olfm j. (W"
reconstruction of tiie vibrant economic hie n \vd
appearance belies.

As a whole the coinage Ironi C.anopo^ .,-,ee. t"
ne.ss, more clearly than any other iorin ol pparao''' ^ .
situdes of the two cities, i'rom tlieir oi ig''"'^ o! y
itnportant trading centres, through the tondt ,^iy ol .j ue
theCr^.-it ,i , . , , I,.. \.i-iccdonia'a ..nsG'-'

CUlU UV/.cUilJ.^local productivity and foreign rule tliat has
many times in her history (p. 51). A. M-

97 Coin

441 Coin

Heracleior

Piolemoic Period, Ptolemi.j
Soien305 283 B C t i
Bronze

Diam 2 7 3 cm

442 Coin
Heracleion
Ptolernoic Penod. Ptolemy
Soten305 283 B C E i
Bronze
Diatn ^ 75cm

^^3 Coin
^^'rairleion
^''''oTioir Penod, Piolpmy
^oten-jOS 283 8 C E i '

2 /5 cm
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CATHERINE GRATALOUP, ERIC MCCANN

DAILY LIFE IN

THE CANOPIC REGION

CERAMICS ARE REMNANTS OF DAILY LIFE

IN THE CANOPIC REGION.

Prospecting and excavations carried out by the European Institute of

Underwater Archaeology on the sites of Heracleion and Canopus, to the

east of the Aboukir peninsula and in the port of Alexandria, have begun

to deliver a remarkable collection of ceramic materials, both complete

objects and fragments. Very often the first datable evidence of occupa
tion, ceramics are also, by their production and their use, silent mes

sengers from ancient times. They represent a link in the chain formed

by other archaeological evidence, whether small like an earring, or

large like a statue or an architectural element.

A preliminary examination of ceramics from the western zone of

the Egyptian Delta makes it possible to understand objects that have

long been known to researchers and those that have been studied only

recently. The ceramics discovered belong to two categories: Egyptian

and imported. Regardless of origin, the category of common ceramics is

as well-represented as that of fine ceramics or amphorae. At this stage
in the surveys of this huge site, the first chronological information con

tributed by this study shows a continuous occupation of the site of Her

acleion from the 26^"^ Dynasty until the Ptolemaic Period. The current

ceramological evidence from East Canopus begins later, in the 4"^ cen

tury B.C.E., and attests to its occupation until the Byzantine Period,

with a significant presence in certain excavated zones during the Ptole

maic Period, judging by the research undertaken in the port of Alexan

dria, ceramics there cover a time span from the Ptolemaic Period to the

Byzantine Period. While underwater archaeological excavations often

pre.sent specific submerged environments that are particularly dis
turbed', samples have nevertheless revealed coherent ceramological
contexts'^. They have made it possible to understand the internal

chronology of the.se three sites, to support existing interpretations of

the function of these zones and to approach the study of the contacts
that Heracleion and Hast Canopus established with the Mediterranean
world before and after the founding of Alexandria.

Among the zones already surveyed, the north-east zone of Hera
cleion^ contains ceramics of the 26''' Dynasty, from the 6"' and perhaps
the late 7"' century B.C.E. The first currently attested occupation is
known through the prevalence of amphorae from Samos in particular,
but also from Miletus, known for its oil, Lesbos. Chios and Clazomenae
(cat. 375, p. 229), famous for oil and marinated wine-*, as well as from
fine ceramics such as Ionian cups (cat. 403. p. 228)'". or fragments from
a Chiot cup'' and those from a northern Ionian ofiiodiot' in the Late Wild
Goat Style (600-570 B.C. E.)^ This superiority in number reflects the
role of eastern Greeks in the site's creation or development. Less well
represented'' but just as certainly present. Corinthian ceramics can be
seen in the form of fragments from the beginning of the 6''' century B.
C. E., which demonstrate relations with this Peloponnesian city, which
widely exported small oil and perfume vases. The end of the Saite Period
also saw more specific contacts established with other bordering
regions such as the Levant and Cyprus'L Egyptian products, produced
with a Nile silt from the alluvia of the Nile'", are represented by vases

for culinary purposes: a cylindrical jar for food storage (cat. 397. p. 248)
or a spherical jar for cooking". Are these local ceramics the immediate
traces of local settlement or do they merely indicate relations with the
local population? These local domestic ceramics (basin, bowl, small
dish, mortar) are more common in the western zone of the northern
canal and their production is spread out between the late 6"' and the
early 4"' centuries B.Ci. i;.. demonstrating not only the maititaining of
maritime trade with the Levant but also connections with Greece. The
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same is true of certain vases for liquids, such as juglets (cat. 396. p. 249)
of calcareous clay.

But the area between the northern and central basins, where the
remains of the port, the foundations of a monument and the great
canal were excavated, specifically north of the temoios, demonstrates
not only the richness and variety of the ceramics arriving in this har
bour site of cultic importance of the Egyptian Delta, from the end of the
first Persian domination and especially during the native dynasties but
also the vitality of the local workshops. Thus, amphorae from the Lev-
an torpedo amphora), Cyprus (basket-handled amphora-), north of
the Aegean Sea, Thasos and Mende (cat 377 n 23ni in rh i
generally been found in the port ze es But fine "

nate,are especially associated with cuTticsace:;^^^^^drinking cups are numerous: skypkos, beisa, (cat'ssy p 23^71
skyphos - ceramics considered semi-luxurious and '"P"
quality or aesthetic value. These characteristics can T'"" d'
on the applied medallion of an askos (cat 382," th h
Which exist in Cyprus'! Red-fmureH r ' - he shape and motif of
.1... " "•—
ments from the Classical Period (cat 418 'n '"S"
decorative repertory: reserved bands palmen '
wtth White dots, and figurative decoratron ,uct

a girl carrying a

^  'v -.'3

ffA'-"'^ I $4^

cosmetics box. or a panther (cat. 398. p. 1311- 'hi. of
Greek imports does not oversiiadow relations with ' loca-
the Mediterranean, wtiich remain predominant. ,cat.378.
tions produced items such as ilte painted I'lhK found
p. 228) of lieracieion. rarelv idenlilied in l'K>P^- h*-" ^ ^ or tho
Hcracieion from the late 5"' to ilio mid-4"' ceninrv B- to
(cat. 392, p. 230) from the same decorative repoiloi\. w
a late production of a minor workshop. ncrally assooi'"''^'^'^

These characteristic painted decorations an- j^^jod doon 0'^'^
with eastern Greece, sometimes wit h (.ypi us. V\ ji secins to
appear to have been a major impoi'l ueiitie I'oi Hi- [vlediio'"'''^"''''!.'^^
have been at least a stop in its trade with tlic ca ^ouroo o ^
This stopping point seems newrllieless to haw-
table amphora (cat.379. p.230|. which still ^vhioh
di.scovered.The contents are a nice snapsiiol ol dai . ^..picd n
be seen in a mortar or Ixisin (cat. 400. P- 349) 41"

Bowl, which was especially widespread in the
B.C. t., having been identified at numerous sites t
ranean basin and in i-;g>'pt .racleioo joai"'

The presence ol'Cypriot ceramics in ^ ihi^
Delta sites demonstrates the regular e.vchangcs
tained with i-gypt despite political circum^Din
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western Mediterranean are rarer but are illustrated by the presence
of a sl;ypli()id pvxis produced by the Greek colony of Sicil> from t
mid-4"^ century B.C.E. (cat. 402. p. 151). The iconography of this vase
surely has something to do with the importance of Dion>sus in
pantheon of Heracleion (p. 146).

Between the late 27'" and 30'" Dynasties, the vitaht>' o son
Egyptian workshops can be seen very clearly through the
productions in calcareous clay. Not only juglets (cat.394. p -
also mugs (cat. 383. 384) and bowls (cat. 404.) are frequent in t les
texts. Some of these drinking bowls are fine thin-sided in ^
metallic vases in the Persian Achaemenid tradition. The pres^^
fragments that were damaged by fire or over-baked economic
imity of the workshops, which had to be linked to the cu
and administrative centres. The richness niust
imported and local, with great cultic or even votive si^ of the
Ee understood in relation to the cultic complex o

temple to Amun of the Gcivi'. jiniit of the Great
By comparison, the external zones within the m of

'Eanal have provided much less homogeneous m^ fact makes it pos-
■^etracting from our understanding of the site, eastern
^tble to notice a frequentation of the eastern zone. ^ begin-
^asins, and the western zone, from the 5'' century imports
"'tig of the Ptolemaic Period. Among the finds are
tticluding Levantine amphorae (cat. 376), ^ Eamp local
(cat. 401. p. 253} and a Lmithnros (cat. 391, p. 253), but a ^ ^^^inated
t^eramics such as basins■^ a bread tray (cat. 413, P- especially to
^tiwl (cat. 406), likely indicators of nearby domest on mar-

west, that were linked to household needs an
ttime and cultic activities. ^n Alexandrian

The Ptolemaic ceramics that appear here, s ^ ^f the occupa-
(cat. 420). are in fact only the northernmost occurred

'on of the shrine whose relations with the especially
the south. Starting with the Macedonian Y ^f Heracleion

''"der the Ptolemaic kings, the features of the cer
anged, as demonstrated by objects found along .pg dominance

'ed between Heracleion and Canopus.This is Hellenistic
Egyptiai^ ceramics, except for amphorae of the amphorae isof production'^. One interesting featu ^^ntury

^tanipi^g^ which became widespread dur g involved in
•E. At ..xf rhp Aegean w .,c seen hy

centre
the

E-C P A■  - '^t that time, many cities or tnc -
Heracleion maintained its role as an c Asia

/"Phora fragments from several workshops o ^,,nng
Cnidian examples with flared Up (nan putton-stamP)-

"hogram stamps"^ (cat. 380) or Rhodian stamP^ ^ns are
ciQweve'- r- ..uo ^csential t ...rtpdalso
^  gram stamps''^ (cat. 380) or Rhodian s this ^in 2- century B.C.E., the "-""f^rough a«es«d
^ycd for the Rhodian market is seen in pg producers-

The stamps bear the "' of eponymo"^
Timaratus, Mentor, Euphranor IE <" ' ^ Timo""'''"
Archidamus, N.casagoras, ..owthevh-

'^cntified at Carthage as well as in the B a
•^hodian trade in the 2'"' century B. C. E.

Poc

istr
fas

'ly of

'ates,
"ates:
■es.

The repertory of local ceramics, both common and fine, is
inspired above all by classical Greek dishware, probably as of the end of
the 4''^ century B. C. E. Greek influence, insignificant before Alexander,
can be seen in the change in shapes and production methods. A hemi
spheric bowl with or without a stamped decoration of palmettes
(cat 408, 410. 411), carinated bowls (cat.409}. plates (cat. 414, p. 250).
fish platters, culinary ceramics (diybu or knLkube, cat. 388) come from
workshops of the Delta, and others certainly closer to the city, as was
the case with Naukratis^'. In order to imitate the black-figured style,
some shapes are fired in a reductive atmosphere (without oxygen con
tributing to the cooling process), imparting a black colour to the vase.
Mucrs which also exist in bronze at Heracleion, have been found in one
of these black versions (cat. 385. p. 254) but also in an oxidizing firing
with partial slip (cat. 81, P- 254). This drinking cup, which became a spe
cific chronological marker for the beginning of the Roman Period, m
fact appears at Heracleion in Ptolemaic contexts. But from the begin-
nina of the Ptolemaic productions^^ the application of red slip has also
Len observed, associating these ceramics with the trend preceding theLrival of eastern sigillated ceramics. As of 125 B. C. E.. the latter repre
sented the majority of ceramics imported into Alexandria. In this same

Ipxt the Alexandrian workshops used partial slip characteristic of
loiirroated ^roup that appeared in several centres of the easternLXrntom the eat, 2- centuty B.C.Ey3, , , ,h these

nmics marked by foreign influences, there are examples of culinary
utensils (cat. 386, p. 254), which have changed little from the pre-Ptole-Period Up to the present day.

ranoDus not Heracleion, saw the appearance of eastern sigillated
vith pieces currently dated from the late B-- century B. C, E. to

'"'"r'': a „f Aueustus. The comparison of Ptolemaic ceramic material
r"° onus and Heracleion attests to an occupation of the latter site
,he"second half of the 2"'' century B. C. E. and the transfer of some

""" „a ranonus and Alexandria. On the Canopus site, prospect-activity tow ceramics of the Imperial Period. While
inghasn 254) belong to a soqia^y the typological evolution
the ■^j;;^h are still used today, is insignificant. According to
of these s P dissemination of inventions, among them the saqio,
some author

lartfic^l the Byzantine Period, to extensive use of
saqio.':", ceramic finds are amphorae of the Late Empire

" ■ amnhora (cat. 381. p. 255) from the Gaza region, butsuch *^7"'"u,uphorae produced in the eastern Mediterranean''
also centuries.
between the ^ Alexandria reveal

■^"""""clearly bear the mark of the Imperial Period. Evidenceceramics tnat currently less common but neverthe-
from the late < of Antirhodos, while
less atteste , es jg, h.„e brought to light a majority of
excavations of t and 2-centuries.
evidence from Mediterranean basin are represent-

^ hy^for example, fine ceramics imported from Cyprus- (cat. 476).
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Cnidus, Asia Mino^^^ and the amphorae of Rhodes (cat. 480, p. 270). The
nature of these imports is not specific to Alexandria and is found on
sites east of the city as well as in the northern Sinai^^.

Although these connections were maintained^o, there was clearly
an opening to the western part of the Roman world, related to the
Roman Empire's annexation of Egypt in 30 B. C. E. and to the Pax Romuiiii
that reigned over the Mediterranean basin, as evidenced by wine
amphorae of Crete (cat. 481, p. 270), sigiilated pottery and amphorae of
Gaul3 and amphorae of Baetica, used for export from Saumur^^ and
Tripohtania and particularly exported between the 2"" and earlv
3- centuries C. E. for the oil trade. Everyday ceramics s' a
this trade have also been preserved such n sociated with
the early Principate, the majority of fine ceramics"'"
dency that changed, particularly toward the mid-2»"ceZ7"'' '
MconicrE::tLXr!;\L":; - -h as the
Shops of babe Mareotis or to probable produ "h"/

models.

culinary ceramics, certain shapes were inspired by Hclleii''
.nts.assbownbyPO^^''^'-

ediately began lo ^

but with their own particular developme

478).

The repertory of fine ceramics imme -
,vith

482)

the eslablishmenl of the I'rincipate. as exetnplilicd b\ ^-—i ^ -ide shows both
and an oil lamp (cat. 486). A new blossoming ot the tr^ j^qwIs, with
imitations of Cypriol sigillaled poiterv icai. 4H.il ^ti
or without guiiioche, whieii appear Irom the iiisi h ^.]-,-ii-actcristit^
tury - and in vases for liquids with striated body - of
lengthening (cat. 485). The very sporadic presence (ca to th^
from the death of Theodosius I into the Hyzaniio'- 1
disuse of the site at tliat time.

The pursuit of e.xcavalions will connibnic
tion about all these sites. The ceramic research, fi"" j^etweei^ th^
to Roman Alexandria, retraces tlie evolution ol ic la pght
Egyptian Delta and the wliole of the Mediterranean ■
its political and commercial evolution. C.. 0.
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FRANCK GODDIO AND 3EAN YOYOTTE

THE PORTUS MAGNUS

OF ALEXANDRIA

Once peace had been assured by the leader and purchased by great
presents, a feast celebrated the joy of such a great event, and Cleopatra
displayed an ostentatious luxury, which Roman society had not yet
allowed. The place was like a temple of luxury, the likes of which would
be difficult to build even in a more corrupt period: the panelled vaults
were laden with riches; thick strips of gold hid the wooden pieces;
instead of being cut into facing for the surface, the marble was whole,
and made the residence shine; there stood whole solid masses of agate
and porphyry; everywhere in the palace was a profusion of onyx on
which people walked; the Mareotic ebony did not cover the vast door
jambs, but stood there instead of vulgar oak, serving as a support and
not a decoration for the residence. Ivory covered the galleries of the
atrium, and on the doors were applied the shells of Indian tortoises,
coloured by hand, with circles in each of which an emerald was set. The
gems sparkled on the beds, the jasper made the sideboard shimmer
wildly; the rugs gleamed: most had been soaked in Tyrian purple and
had gone into more than one copper tank to absorb the drug well; oth
ers shone with gold brocade, still others were dazzling scarlet, in the
artistic manner of Egyptian weaving." (Lucan, Pharsalia, 10, 107-127)

While underwater excavations in the Alexandrian harbour did
not reveal the splendour of the palaces of Alexandria, they did establish
a detailed cartography of the eastern port - Megas Limen or Portus Mag
nus - and its immediate area. In the zone of the Royal Quarters,
research identified the specific outlines of the installations and build
ings that once stood near the palaces and sometimes made it possible to
study their structure: the Royal Port, the Timonium, the island of

Antirhodos, temples, ancient piers, etc. This research drastically
changed our topographical knowledge of the port infrastructures seiz
ing the basileia. This complex of coastal palaces facing the sea placed
government buildings and cultural establishments side by side. By

welcoming scht)lars of the Cheek world and placing them nearby, the
Ptolemaic kings manifested their desire to have knowledge and power
coexist, as well as their interest in acciuiring Cheek culture. As a place of
royal residence, Alexandria benefited from the Ptolemaic rulers taste
for luxury: each successive Ptolemy added even more sumptuous edi
fices to the ancient palaces. .Strabo, who lived in Alexandiia between 27
and 20 B.C. i:.. described the place thus: "The city holds splendid parks
and the royal buildings; they occu]?y a c|uarter. or even a third, of the
total area, for each of the kings, anxious to beautify in turn the public
edifices with some new ornament, was no less eager to add, at his own
cost, a new residence to those existing already, so that by now the poet s
line is apt: 'each is born from the previous one'. All these edifices form
a continuous building, they and the port and even those that extend
beyond the port." (Strabo 17, 1, 8)

It is true that it was impossible to recognize the ruins of palaces
and temples from lEASIVI surveys and the divers' photographs. What
appears is a sort of wasteland cluttered with collections, some dense,
some sparse, of dismembered or partially demolished buildings, with
some stray sculptures and inscribed stones dating fiom Pharaohs prior
to Alexander. Blocks of limestone were quite rare; blocks of haid rock
were abundant. In fact, having been spared modern invasions, the sub
merged 'Royal Quarters' of Alexandria greatly resembled the sites of the
great stone temples of Lower Egypt, which were also spared by medieval
or modern invasions.

The prospected zone, the Portus Magnus, can be divided into five
large sectors: Cape Lochias, the ancient coast, the peninsula of the Posei-
dium, the island of Antirhodos and the western port installations (see
the map of the ancient port, ii.38). Over the 600 hectares surveyed,
archaeological excavations led to the tliscovery of thousands of objects,
which were then cleaned of their calcareous deposit, with layers of

concretions sometimes sixty centimetres thick. The remaining step was

to identify them and try to imagine what role they might have played

when they still stood upright. Topographical identifications made it

possible to recognize sea walls, quays and basins as well as pavements,

colonnades of palaces and remains of shrines in these huge groups of

underwater remains (columns and capitals, blocks of granite, basalt,

calcite or limestone and sculptures, amphorae and anchors),

lEASM's multiple underwater explorations confirmed the loca

tions of submerged palaces, temples and ports. The study of the basins

made it possible to determine their depth and type of sedimentation, to

locate shipwrecks and to draw up a map of their quays. The identifica

tion and study of the numerous architectural elements covering the

palace zone were accompanied by soundings to establish a timeline of

renovations, abandonments and destructions of the sites.

The port renovations are not as expected. The layout is technically

more coherent'. The entrance to the basins is well protected from swell

and waves. The long sea wall that had been drawn for the Timonium

does not correspond to any reality. In any case, such a construction

could not have withstood more than one winter, had it been exposed at

the entrance to the main channel, as was previously thought. The shal

lows thought to be the location of Antirhodos are rather the peninsula

with the sea wall where the Timonium might have been located. The

island includes indeed a small port, a perfect harbour. The Poseidium

could be located on the peninsula. As for the 'king's private port', its

position and layout are more functional and more attractive than had

been previously assumed. This new topographical map, while matching

ancient authors' indications, proceeded directly from actual field meas

urements. Such observations also allowed us to ask engineering ques

tions about the site selected for the ancient port's establishment and

architecture. The presence or absence of a trench mark sufficed to dis
tinguish between the rocky thresholds that are level with the surface
and those that protruded in antiquity.

The ruins of immense structural surfaces have been found, spared

by submersion from being covered up or smashed like the ancient sur

faces that remained exposed during the medieval, modern and con

temporary periods. It would be difficult to date the renovations and

transformations of each sector, to attribute and name the buildings

that could have existed, or to determine and date the circumstances

that made these places a chaotic field of rubble. One important obser

vation was made: on the west side of Cape Lochias, the ancient coast

with its peninsula and the island, the ground is still covered with lime

stone paving that preserved its continuity and coherence, except in lim

ited places where it suffered marginal collapses or localized breakages.

These esplanades, however, support nothing but ruins, large architec
tural fragments mixed with pieces of sculpture, forming large collec

tions of stones, some greatly dispersed, some less so.

The submerged floor of the ancient shore, including its two

peninsular extensions, is thus covered with an almost continuous

series of deposits of mixed-up blocks: whole or broken column shafts of

various types and modules, scattered capitals and bases of columns,

pieces of entablature, stones from walls.,.. These architectural ele

ments were cut from limestone, marble, red granite, granitoid rocks

and quartzite. Here and there are found monoliths from pre-Alexan-

drian pharaonic temples, obviously reused in the main work of the

walls and at one point, the scrap-heap of a stone<utting workshop.

Among the concentrations of stone blocks, some structures still in

place can be identified. They prove to be strong limestone walls, their

stones still dressed, and, in rare cases, fired brick walls. The ancient

coast thus looks just like the contiguous strip of shoreline that was still

part of the continent as described by members of the Egyptian Expedi

tion and 19"^-century visitors.

Remains of wood and mortar foundations have, however, con

tributed chronological information regarding the different archaeolog

ical deposits that were found and revealed important renovations to the

port made during the Roman Period.

The monuments built under the Ptolemaic kings and the Caesars

suffered terrible shocks starting in antiquity, the direct or indirect

results of tectonic and human phenomena that periodically shook

them or knocked them down:

- Stones taken from more ancient monuments were incorporated into

new structures during the Ptolemaic and Roman Periods. Three frag

ments of an obelisk (cat. 461, p. 271), a pedestal and a statue dating

from the Ramessid Period (1291-1204 B. C. E.) (cat, 451, p. 272) and sev

eral elements of a building constructed by the Saite King Apries

(589-570 B, C, E,), represent remains of monuments from pre-Alexan-

drian dynasties that were subsequently reused (cat, 464, p, 272; 462,

463, 465, 466), These discoveries confirm that most of the works of

pharaonic antiquity found in Greco-Roman Alexandria had been

taken from the temples of Heliopolis, as we have known for approxi

mately a century from several pieces gathered throughout the conti

nental parts of the city. Despite recutting into mason's stone and

other pieces, possible reuse, mutilations due to natural agents, the

hazards of handling or iconoclastic assaults, etc., these pharaonica can

nonetheless reveal the cultural relationships between the old

pharaonic world and the young Hellenistic universe^,

- After the Roman Period, columns were reused at the site, or moved

for use in churches and then in mosques; large stone objects were

taken away in great numbers during the Arab Period to build defen

sive structures, as can be seen by the reused stone incorporated into

the great Tulinid wall and in Abd el-Latif s text on transport of the

Sarapeum's columns for coastal defences during the time of Saladin.

- Some pieces from the same monument were dispersed to sites that

were sometimes very distant from one another.

While keeping in mind the difference between what might constitute a

beautiful setting in terms of cinematography and something that does

not claim to be the archaeologically identified setting of a drama, one

will notice that the map indicates that the palace seen by Strabo on

Antirhodos three years after Cleopatra's death, and which may well

have sheltered the queen before she withdrew to her mausoleum, is

placed facing the Timonium, the palace that Marcus Antonius built

after his defeat. The ghosts of the two lovers continue to haunt these

submerged places,,.. The mission had very little chance of finding
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A1 ndria with several days of uninterrupted festivities, he ordered all
Cleopatra's signature tn Anttrhodos and even less of find.ng m the under the pretext
Royal Port the wreck of the splend.d floating palace which, tn 41 BX E ^ Macedonian phalanx in
had taken the c,ueen to Marcus Anton.us as far away as Ctltc.a, Neveo of f . , '"^1:1 r'l
iheless, in the s'nall port o,'Antirhodos, a wreck front the 1>; century ,,„o great that waves of blood, crosstng^^e.
B-C. E.- IV century C. E. was discovered, the contents ofwhic ̂ mc^ """"f ,°^'^\hfs!r3nding°rrea," (Herodian, History of the
among Others, a beautiful intaglio with it religious m (-,^1 reveal coast of Alexandria an ̂

(cat. 473. p. 275). l-'urther on. there are Roman Bnpcrors. 4 ̂  of Antirhodos. at the edge of
somcofthcirmystei-y(cat.474. 475. p.275).lndec . creco- Onthesou ^ ̂̂ ,^55 of fallen rocks, three very well-pre
^ihle statuary in the Pharaonic style as well as He em ^ the remaining paveiu
Roman styles have been discovered at various sites, sue served sculptures we ^ ^
head of a woman identifiable as a Roman empress I"'; ™ of ttvo sphinxes , P, pplj^pypeks of stone, ceramics dating from

The excavations have made it possible to establis p.i61), ^ ̂  foppd. The three
occupations and activities of successive periods on t ,v century ^ .conoclasm. This can be ex-

'^""rhodos. The pier at the east point dates from the 5 to^ ^pp,p„res eviden^ underwater
tunes B,C,E„ thus before the establishment of Aie.xan pf pained by
'huy surnrise .im., to an overly simplistic i = century „ ̂ate the quake that

sculptures ^hich they rested sank underwater
plained by the rac
in the 4"' century „ ̂ate the quake that

'""OS B, C, E„ thus before the establishment otA'o.xau.. ■ ^p
buy surprise historians who cling to an overly si P indige-

This chronologic ^p^.i^hodos. On a collapsed slope on
caused the coHnP^; ^ ,outh-westem channel, there is a homoge
the eastern side "f th their fall, most
nous group of uPPCOt^ J submersion of
litely due to the same P ^ tremendous

ooastal occupation during pre-Alexandrian peno j control
bous dynasties maintained in fact the P°''o'"®'^" , gj^ek sailors
b'm place by the Saite and Persian dynasties legar i . ^ppyice as

merchants, So.ne Hellenes returned to the Phuraoh Tw irto the'same collapse. Thus tne —-
crcenaries. The shelter offered by the interior ">^0 jpwn ' ^andrian shores is reveale ^ b^' j ^ story

ut; "-bit in mind h The esplanade Pa -»^^ ,,p,ppa t rise L sea level.the firs( Pioleinaic kings, for the wood o by car- ^ phenomena of subsi en approaches to
P  the stone platform dates to the 3"' century, as estab pfslow^P^ new vision of Alexandria

"■'^dating. „ axial strip
the west-east channel of Antirhodos. a ' ^ite columns

" covered with dense or sparse groups reused frotn
blocks of various hard rocks _ used as Quar-^'^onic structures. These remains seem to av dedications. ^oo succi of its time (2"'^ or 3"

that

^and
and
Ph

ties

ofslowpn"="-" ^fAlexandria leads us
This new vision interpreting literary sources and fieldrefine and nuance the ^ ^^^P^in, „itical.y the •firsPtand

H.ta It is especially app P ^^^j^nrs, ranging from a^counts' of Greek, Latm and^^^ „nipiles information
true eyewitness such Alexander, which tran

the ages. I

that w°" ^"e where the 'palace of Cleop- honour -njo the ex sarapeum to reroa temple's razed Ptole

-tt —succinctly, t timp (2"=1 or 3^=^ centuries)centuries)

t

?fvrof the four
:S:r H was extr^amanfr ^,,,e two of *0-^^Poriori"'"^"^'"'°bs - dispersed, but on the s esultoftbc tnaic w j^^^nn placed m t j.^, (^3-12 a, C,E,), the dedi
cated bfihem complete, the unpredicta ^ inform^ ^„ere th .Needles of ^ P^^ Caesarium by means

fcgarm °^^"-bts of the site; this find contributes F and t erectto"^ rpimvit was preserved on only one of the
City ( '"® """e dramatic relations between ® j tions the " f cation a note y ^ obelisk toCa;l;;'«8-47i,. ,bdeed,ononeofthese. scr.P^^^__^^^„„^^^^^^^^^ the four practically the only th^
the been effaced. This fact impbes_ ,^ppression^^^^^. p^pce ^ of the pair. ^ m Alexan-
fiot,
b

lb

Pis
-  .V

^Po\v
^c-hii]
'tail

^^B-47I). indeed, on one of these ,
he ett, '^ben effaced. This fact hbP"'' jy suPPf'=^'"'"pecein- standing of the pa ' m have appeared in Alexan-
iots lb""'"''' "bme, surely following of NoVC'b'''^'f^o visit ' hie evideucc defi" 'ler 23^" ^b°R place in Alexandria during ^ curiou^ _ epigb P oentur.es of inscription engraved on the ped^
ho o'r 21G C. E, He arrived in A dedicated^ dna geposU or d^^^ when we dig out a scrap of°f tts founder, his idol, as well as the temP^ ^,oxand^^^ j, fou^^ ^ p,e is^a ™

'bin he especially worshipped- It is , j^is little ^gja- !" iption from t ' jfjoation and a date, often y mcai
fer their r„i,„n,„„. .-mrii made fun of ' iaentify'"® a.Hucing a" 'den"

'65
r rebeUmus'spirit; made fu" "f jgenttfyih^

Alexand
I

Cara*

Thous spirit, jocasta. '--'^ovengc
ler', calling his

"^Co' thiTd
. ^

ipus and mocking
'bsu-
bhOed

c irate with hi

, Caracalla ^^.omed totd mocking both of then oenwchoftnci' . ,^een
s deranged mibd.AftethaVhi^''

':''v
' V
V •

Or'i'
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elaborate ̂ ^constructions, to ensure that the object has not been moved
some^distance short or great by examining the context and the state of

e stone. The papyrifoj^ trunk of a column discovered in a deposit of
s one oc beside the north-west shore of the eastern port belonged to
0 onna e from which three columns had been found at the southern

§  t e Wall of the Arabs. This is true as well for statue remains rep
resenting divinitipc"iLies or sovereigns.

e excavations of the port basins confirmed Alexandria's role: a
ty open to the sea, a trading city, the 'breadbasket of Rome,' a city with

multiple Dortc • t»n- i^  private, royal, military, commercial or transit,... While
excavations in i-i, . ̂  t. •

tence of eastern part of the Portus Magnus revealed the exis-Ihree ports, the localization work performed in the western

seems^^^^^^^^ ̂  installation equipped with several basins. Itto have served as a transit port between the eastern port and the
western nort r

d  h" Kibotos. Strabo, walking from east to west, after
cometh^^ ^®ysl neighbourhood and port, continued thus: "Next®  then the emporium and the warehouses which are
followed bv tK , j • «^  arsenals, extending all the way to the Heptastadium

P y, 17, 50^ artificial sea wall that closed the harbour to
the west and co,., . • u r r
arr' 1 ^^^vcd as a pathway to Pharos, An emporium, a wharf forarrivals and ri f j • f

adds- ^ P^rtures, a place of business.... And the same author
inhabited^ Alexandria is the greatest emporium of theearth" {Geography, 17, 1, 13). Further away can be found the

»

1
m

n .. Is th.ii h-hU-cI with the entire Mediter- 1shipvards lhat iniili ilu- Ho'-
'' , ,,, wtiv's .ind liiose that would feed the

ranean under the I'toieiiia - , ,i i i fAiovan
.1 tM sic-rn shores ol the harbour of Alexan-Romans with wheaiOn the

,  . si-e lulius ( aesar. trapped with the youngdria s port. \nc can i< 1 his wav from the Royal Quar-
cieopaira bHwc-c-n laiul ofbattlesofuncer-
tersall ,hewav..,P.ar,,vmu pUce under
tain outcome anc ^la . , lu-Caesars, arsenals and ware-
Ptolemaic kinus ami <,( the great international traffic
houses that assuic-c p,.,,sperous and glo^ious^
that made hgwpt lan Ak'-

From an aich.ico

lands and stiuctuics lac the tvpes of monuments at the
were canvassed in order J platform situated at
base of the peninsula south-western extension of the peninsula,
the end of a sea w.tll. iti ^ ^^p.v^,,,Kirian harl-)our the outlines of a port
In the western pait of t i ^ ;,scfi taitiecl. probably a transit harbour,
facing the pi,.,-s connected to the island of Pharos,
as well as immense i,^ sea level led to a separation of
The successive coiiap^*-^ !^'^^ man-macle land and installations and
over eight metres ..jphjcal particularity, revealed by sur-
their original level, lu '> j^.tter the layout of the ancient
vcys. makes it possible to uiuic
Portus Magnus as well as the c hannels that led there.
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LD to new kingdom

Old

Kingdom

ca. 2700 B.C.E.

intermediate
periode

Second
Intermediate

Period

18*^ Dgnostg

19'*^ Dynasty

20*^ Dynasty

ca. 2200 B.C.E.

ca. 2033 B.C.E.

ca. 1710 B.C.E.
ca. 1785 B.C.E.

ca. 1540 B.C.E.
ca. 1550 B.C.E.

ca. 1295 B.C.E.

ca. 1186 B.C.E.

ca. 1069 B.C.E.

ca. 1183 Year in which, according to tradition, the Trojan War took place.
Legendary visit of Helen of Troy and Menelaus. Spartan king, guided by Canopus
through the Nile Delta

THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD TO EGYPTIAN LATE PERIOD

ln«. Third
*®rmcdiatc

Period

Egyptian
i-ote Period

21 Dynasty
(Tonis)

22"*^ Dynasty
(Bubastis)

23"^ Dynasty

Dynasty

25*^' Dynasty
(Kush)

26*^ Dynasty
(Sais)

27*"^ Dynasty
(First Persian

Period)

28'^ Dynasty

29^^ Dynasty

30^** Dynasty

Second Persian
Period

1069 B.C.E.

945 B.C.E.

715 B.C.E.

818 B.C.E.

715 B.C.E.

727 B.C.E.

715 B.C.E.

656 B.C.E.

664 B. C. E.

525 B.C.E.

404 B.C.E.

399 B.C.E.

398 B.C.E.

380 B.C.E.

378 B.C.E.

341 B.C.E.

340 B.C.E.

332 B.C.E.

Foundins of Heracleion-Tlionis S'" century B.C.E.

..\ssvrian kin? Asarhaddon conquers Lower Egypt 671 B. C. E.

.Assyrian king Assurbanipai conquers Thebes 664 B. C. E.

Necho I 677-664 B. C. E., Psammetichus 1664-610 B. C. E.. Necho I!
610-595 B. C. E., Psammetichus II 595-589 B.C.E., Apries 589-570 B. C. E.,
Amasis 570-526 B.C.E.. Psammetichus III 526 525 B.C.E.

Cambyses 575-522 B. C. E., Darius I 522-486 B. C. E., Xerxes 486-465 B. C. E.
Arta.xerxcs I 465-424 B. C. E., Greek historian Herodotus visits Egypt
ca. 450 B. C. E.. Darius II 423-404 B. C. E.

Amyrtaeus 404-399 B.C.B.

Nepherites I 398-393 B. C. E.. Psammuthes 393 B. C. E.
Hakor 392-379 B. C. E.. Nepherites II 378 B. C. E.

Nectanebo I 378-361 B. C. E., Teos 360-359 B. C. E.,
Nectanebo II 358-341 B. C. E.

Artaxerxes III Ochus 340-337 B. C, E,
Arses 337-335 B.C.E.

Darius III 335-332 B.C.E.
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PTOLEMAIC PERIOD '^oman imperial period

Satrap
of Egypt

Alexander
the Great

Ptolemy I —

Ptolemy I
Soter King of Egypt

Ptolemy II
Philadelphus

Cleopatra VII. —

Ptolemy ill
Euergetes

Ptolemy IV
Philopator

Ptolemy V
Epiphanes

Ptolemy VI
Philometor

Ptolemy VIII
Euergetes II

Ptolemy IX
Soter II

Ptolemy x
Alexander I

Ptolemy XI
Alexander II

Ptolemy XII
Neo-Dionysus

Ptolemy Xlll

Ptolemy XIV

Ptolemy XV
Caesar

— 332 B.C.E.

= 323 B.C.E.

= 306B.C.E.
305 B.C.E.

= 283 B.C.E.

= 246 B.C.E.

= 221 B.C. E.

= 204 B.C.E.

= 181 B.C. E.

=  145 B.C.E.

=  116 B.C.E.

=  107B.C.E.

=  88 B.C.E.

=  80 B.C.E.

~  81 B.C.E.

=  42 B.C.E.

~  44 B.C.E.

20 B.C.E.

Founding of Alexandria 331 H. C. I:.

Completion ofMouseion and C.reai Lihrarv

Construction ofLigjuhnuse

Decree of Canopus

Demvo/Memphi.sfRosrttuS-Lionel 196

PMemyVII NCOS Philopator

Plolemy XI
Alexander I|

Caesc
0«ober

Antoiiiiis in

Alexandria 48-April 47 Marcus-31 fi.ct ; B.C.K,, ()c.av.a.fs violorv
FlolfiTiy Marcus Aniunius and CJeopatra. assassU

AVpt becomes a Roman province 30 H-C,. i' -

^"Ho-ciaudion
•dynasty

Elooian
Period

Good
Emperors

-  37B.C.F:

_ 68C.H.
~ 69C.n.

= 96C.n.

180 C.E.

-  193 cn.

Dynasty

'^urcli

235 C.E.

- 270 C.E.
an

275 C.E.

Antiquity

•'Pclen®tian

284 C.E.

= 305 C.E.

sto
titini

us I

311 C.E.

306 C.E.

337 C.E.

378 C.E.

395 C.E.

527 C.E.

an I

H

_ 565 C.E.

582 C.E.

nce I

— 610 C.E.

641 C.E-

r I- Defeat A.ireliusl^^n.nin9S-ll2C.l- Marcus-'^^ ^g^cranung

v.-'"'"-""' ■

29S C.E'
Beg^

ed3S'^
.•(Tious

coP

ifv3ll
nity

C.E-

ofC"

,le33» C-i-
inoP"= pestr"'

n 391

gUl^

ndria

A tei^P

»o'

602C.E-

C-E-

IfeV

Ai'
,-;ib


