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(595-589 B.C.E.) The Asian Grecks were numerous enough to ‘colo-

nize’ several neighbourhoods of Memphis, whose inhabitants were call-
ed ‘Helleno-Memphites™ and ‘Caro-Memphites’. Merchants must have
soon followed the soldiers. Mercenaries and Greek traders certainly
occupied the city of Naulratis, but they were a.\lso _pr.esem at He?-a-
cleion-Thonis, as attested by the discovery at the site of pieces of hoplite
weaponry (cat.307, 309, p. 220- 310, 312, 313, p. 222305, 314, 315, 356,
p.223) and of tetradrachms with Athenian types (cat. 435, 436, p.224).

[t happens that Athenian owl models were frequently imitated in
the course of the 4'" century B.C.F. by Persian despots, Anatolian or
Phoenician cities and even Egyptian rulers . According to Herodotus,
the first ruler who issued coins in the land of the Pharaohs was Aryan-
des, satrap of Egypt under Cambyses and Darius 1. but none of these
coins has been preserved. This coinage must have been created between
500 and 492 B.C. L Toward the end of the 5™ century the counterfeit
coinage of Attic tetradruchms began. Indeed. in 407 and 405 B.C.E.

Athens could no longer issue silver coins, as the Laurion mines were

closed because of the war against Sparta. Owl coins were no longer
imported into Egypt. It is then that the Pharaohs of the 28", 29 and
30™ Dynasties had copies of Athenian tetradrachmae issued. Now, a mon-
etary weight with an owl, on the reverse of which appears a ram’s head
(Amun), was discovered at Heraclelon (cat. 367). The excavation mission
(2006) uncovered a bronze cube, measuring three centimetres on each
side, which bears on three sides different representations of the goddess
Athena. It seems to correspond to the die used for silver tetradrachms in
4-century Athens. the obverse ol which is struck with the head of
Athena turned to the right wearing a plumed Attic helmet, and the
reverse with a standing owl. turned toward the right, behind which
appear an olive branch and the letters AGQE (NATQN) - (Coin) of Athens.
It should be noted that a die for these coins was also found in Athribis.
A treasury found in the Fayum reveals that numerous specimens were
issued, and a law of the Athenian nomothetes of 375-374 B. C. E. proves
that these imitations were already circulating in Athens, hence else-
where. These coins were probably put into circulation to pay the numer-
ous Greek mercenaries who served in the Egyptian army. When Achoris
concluded an alliance with Athens in the vear 4 of his reign, the city fur-
nished him, it appears, with standard dies and measures that were
brought together in Egypt. The silver coins issued bv Achoris showed
such skill and quality that they could not be distinguished from Athen-
ian coins. The buried treasure at Tell el-Maskhuta contained many
tetradrachms of this type which may be of Egyvptian origin. Cruder copies
may have been fashioned at the time of Nectanebo 1, then Nectanebo 11,
concurrently with Egyptian gold staters and little silver hybrid coins. In
343 B. C.E., Artaxerxes Il Ochos, who reconquered Egypt, again issued
tetradrachmae of Attic design, but with a Demotic inscription on the
reverse meaning ‘Artaxerxes the Pharaoh’. Under Darius [11, the satraps
Sabaces (334-333 B.(C.L.) and Mazaces (333-332 B.C.E) issued coun-
terfeit owls with, on the reverse, their name in Aramaic letters. Toward
the middle of the 4" century there appeared in Egypt small silver coins
with Attic and Egyptian types '

While money makes the world go round, it remains nonetheless a
means of exchange, and intensely active trade between Egypt and the
lands of the eastern Mediterranean is revealed or confirmed by the dis-
covery of ceramics. Imported ceramics confirm extensive contacts
toward the middle of the 1* millennium (from the 6" to the 4™ cen-
turies B.C.E.). Available documentation reflects great commercial
movements (cat.378, 399, 403, p.228; 375, p.229; 377, 379, 387, 392,
P.-230; 407, p.231; 391, p.253; 382). According to ceramological litera-
ture, these movements are the following: a Corinthian current, notice-
able especially at the beginning of the period, an lonian current, a
Cycladic current, then an Attic current which particularly emerges
starting with the Persian Period. To this list can be added a Phoenician
current, the major points of which seem to have been, in addition to
Phoenicia, the island of Cyprus. The latter is perceptible notably
through the exportation of many ‘torpedo’ amphorae (cat. 376).

At the same time as the large figured vases, different products such
as wine, oil, pitch, etc. were likewise imported in great quantities. Origi-
nating on the Levantine coast or in eastern Greece, amphorae for wine,

oil and olives were among the most widespread products of the archaic
Mediterranean. They met the needs of Greek colonists but also of the
local population. Oil was essential to Greek foods™; wine was regularly
imported for the Egvptian elite who were able to appreciate its taste®.

These observations lead us to inquire for whom these imports
were intended. Given the current state of documentation, we cannot
accept the hypothesis according to which Greek trade, for example, was
limited to cities founded by Greeks. C. Defernez rightly specifies: "It is
probable that the first commercial transactions between Greece and
the Levant took place with the aim of satisfying the needs of emigrant
families. But this flood of new products, and notably of semi-luxuries.
doubtless created a rapid demand on the part of the local population.
as can be seen from the sometimes numerous discoveries made in lands
very distant from port sites. The geographical distribution of objects,
whether originating in Greece or on the edges of the Levant. attests
indeed to largescale cultural penetration during the Persian Period.”'
There were several port sites, doubtless to control the arrival of mer-
chandise from the most outlying regions of the Mediterranean basin'.

Generally, the relics discovered are indicative of the existence and
vitality of cultural and commercial exchanges at that period and, by
that very fact, allow us to raise the question of borrowings, influences
and acculturation of customs and taste up to the Ptolemaic Period. Par-
ticularly by means of certain objects called ‘Persian’ or of ‘Achaemenid’
type whose artistic and technical influence was felt until the Ptolemaic
Period (cat. 246, p.172; 151, 152, p. 211; 153, p. 203; 225-228, 239-245,
247, 340, 347).

The famous Elephantine papyrus palimpsest (TAD C 3, 7) offers
information on merchandise imported into Egypt. Let us recall data
from the text (written in Aramaic): this Customs Register of the Egyptian
Satrapy sums up month after month the entrance and exit from Egypt
of forty-two ships during year 11 of an Achaemenid king, and records
taxes levied at the time of this traffic'®. The ships are identified accord-
ing to three criteria: first, the type of ship. then, the name of the
owner/captain and lastly, the ethnic origin. By the chance of adminis-
trative organization, the register of ships coming from Asia Minor and
the Phoenician coast has come down to us. The products imported are
not really surprising - even if one takes into account uncertainties con-
cerning technical or regional specifications. In addition to foodstuffs -
lonian and Sidonian wine, oil - one finds materials intended for con-
struction, industry or crafts. First, metals: iron, bronze and more
unusually tin. Wool and cedar wood are also present. Regarding the lat-
ter, we again see the distinction present in the Naukratis Stele and the Tho-
nis-Heracleion Stele between rough wood intended for construction and
pieces of finely worked wood'. The importing into Egypt of construc-
tion wood had been known from the early periods: an Elephantine
papyrus from the Achaemenid Period gives information exactly on the
use of different woods in Egyptian naval construction?’. Departing from
Egypt, natron constituted the principal merchandise exported in the
holds of ships. Natron, valued by the Greeks, as Pliny reports (Natural

This document contimues on p.232 1
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Historv, 31, 117), was ordered regularly. The enthusiasm for natron can
be explained by the salting of foodstuffs (particularly fish) and its role
in the manufacture of earthenware and glass objects; glass objects were
produced in the Greek world beginning in the late gt century B.C.E. in
Rhodes and in a more widespread manner on the shores of Asia Minor?!,
Without going into the detail of exchanges, it is useful to recall that
from the Saite Period to the Persian Period all sorts of products circu-
lated and were exchanged among Asia Minor, Egypt, Cyprus, Syria-P

tine and Babylonia®? - ales-

. according to complex and varied processes and
circuits* whose long path, which reached as far as the Nile Valley, is dif.
ficult to describe. There is, nevertheless, no doubt that all S
ucts passed through Naukratis and also Mem
some other port cities?*,

these prod-
phis, as well as through

CUSTOMS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

The Stelae of Thonis-Heracleion and of Naukratis constit

. . ute t 5 i
SOUTCes CONCerning customs levied in ancie . Lon fetailed

nt Egypt. These exts pro-

¢ exploits, decisions and
ectanebo I. Prim

vide, in narrative form, knowledge of th
achievements of the Pharaoh, ip this case N
them is the transfer of part of the r
as a divine offering to Neith, «

ary among

Celitesrresyere . ZIVen previgucly »
Iju Majesty says: “Let there be given: 1/10 of the - 5 N previously.
finely-worked wood, of everything tha 501d, silver, rough wood,

tcomes from Wadj

ything that ig brought
;and 1 )

nebut, of all goods, that is, ever

“wer of the Hay-
house in the city called Henet

into the Kip s
10 of the gold, silver, everythi;glg

divine offering for my mother Nejtp »

THE SITES OF CUSTOMS LEVIES

Jean Yoyotte’

s research has bro
S ught ¢
and Naukr o

aus, in Egyptian ‘the house of

the toponym (T-Jhenet, i ¢ Thonis becays o port
coastal lake (henet)2®, Such i
cent in

ligh

S0t the eWmology Of Per-meryy
125 “Hehy
23‘ H@ h . & )
e 4 man-im
antiquity to the entry of th

. . eC .
designating a canal e Canopic ¢}
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ndin hi el -
g N thig same brancy |
whom HE aks (Histories, o, Nn3-11 —
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B s Was 'th
way o s lore v
vy of the foreign Peoples of Wagjey . ..
o i . e ey ¥ i ’ -1 L
officers charged with SUpervising 4y (] eborne
A . ~ . 2 = : []L]
ships from the (;
As we emphasized
nis-Heracleion Stele

whem Herodotus spe

ings and goings of

above, the

sdnctions g de

: Naum‘un‘g
vear 1 of his reign ip

1at Neclanebo I ?lt’k’ and the The.
temple of N 1ad taken ;

of \ en 1y =3
I)}'(_x\,i”uS ([vn 'Hli-\']i 1 n| { hg pat ron d( _]. t hL
e levied on the L’Ufidé dSlie 1Ly of

S, A le
Nth of .
Greeks, as we i d i o the
s well as on (e imports g}y nd Prodycg of 1y he tayeg

ache "
ed them, from, th

Ve 10 fin. o

o ) f dice g .. )

) N('llh. i wor

A Cision g}
AVour of

P & G
Sals and proteciress of t}

would hencefor] |

e

- dl re
tthe woy)g ser
for the tlemple

Canopic channel. “The

offering service

3 ati vere
! "7 Two sites taxation v
resource to benefit the local clergy.”™ Two s1es ol : -ted, and
le had been erected, ¢

lanned: one was Naukratis itself where the ste
p s from the 5¢d

the other, Thonis, concerning imports “of all that come

of the Greeks.” . possible ©

The Customs Register of the Egyptian Satrapy makes 1t 13 i L‘.usmms
imagine the process of levying customs: "First, ships p.u_\-' th”. that the
duties at the mouth of the Canopic channel, meaning. it seem™

he Saite
port of entry and place of taxation is simply 1 honts. ¢

jstra-
Period and in the 4'" century - a port that the Achaemd
. I €
. Then, onc¢

15 during t
nid admin ips
he sh!
tion had simply preserved in its existing stat¢.. { .
have paid customs, they are free to go up the INtle
arly Mempie
2 (wiﬂe' oll.

his during
irof
"the

and Memphis, where important markets (particul
the Persian Period) allow them to sell their products . sold:

wood, etc.) at good prices.”™* Once their goods have 17?L])'11'Liclllarly
traders fill the holds of the ships with local pl-ocluclS" Hile, in on¢
hatron, which they can in fact load while descending the atro?

n
_ hey pay the
portoranother. Then they go back to Thonts. where they ]

tax."2¢ srpart of t°
Thonis thus constituted the western customs .CU”“[L P
control stations of the eastern Delta, which. accordin
cal evidence, were probably located in the region ()('1.]10 ay, a Ve
perhaps even at its mouth. During the North Sinal survey

. chacolo&
archd 7
group of sites from the Persian Period was the't

» to archd

pelusiac

argel of

1
~ell {
[ s ctwee .can
reconnaissance at (le fringe of the eastern Delta, b o a sigmﬁu
v O B R
Canal and Romana. Historical sources bear Wunt-“l m,c' nd
L . - “the -
INcrease in the number of urban sites. The majol iy o Te °
e ‘ ~apaqmd. 16
11sons, forts, commercial stops - such as Tell el-Farath ns, JeW
Tell Abu Seif: _ . . persidi®
Seifa, were i 4 ans, Grecks.
a, were peopled by Egyptians, G ) 91-1"31*“113)' t o Was
4 3 jac
G oo . - e 151
Metropolis of the eastern Delta and one of the gare yNile'S e iPal
e - the in¢
Probably founded a1 that time. at the mouth of th da P’rln pl”
! 1 Medlt
e

and Phoenicians®. [p particular, “Pelusium (Te

egion &1

branch, 5 verit tot
Deltd

able lifeline for the towns of thatr

maritime arter £ LI
aritime artery for traffic linking the heart of the
Fanean "3

TYPES OF TAXES

The decree of Ne 4 OHHXLJS:

~0nim Ctanebo refers to several ty]J.C 5
- POTLs to Naukratis passing through T honis: .Ould
On Naukratic transactions:
-on “everything that
refer 1o 4 1
In

acsion
. S e ERPTEE

arrives in Permeryt™**, an © L [Oﬂ[gﬂ
) -] el
Cataxon all Naukratic (craft) products . pot ref€ e e”
addition, \ Lichthe text doe’ rece’

Or Custome [ o
Stog les of | | |
Gis s dutieg of ten percent. The Neith Mmbll ve leeﬂ . ReE
Nt of a1 rou- . w1 -
er o I royal levies* These taxes must n int x(,flﬁf el
fom h0se that wore applied to the boats of yawan! i e
> -l I i g | ‘L V
o he Egyptian Satrapy® The text, which shows the! 1in rgy? at (b
v 4Te part, of 1 i . e
Saite Period m -

im has shown that the

1¢ customs system such as 10¢

2 L " ] 2 (]t [a
akes it possible 1o identify the tyPe? o ?

¥$ into Fg ‘ ol 1eVY T pol” T ne
T > EZYPL For Greek ships. the [”.mtl] L ( 'QUI'\ ik
Iy”[}i()]d o silyer he cae
W was adq,

gill(‘W‘;
quantj
. At v o woppding 1L
fo at varied accordis

dofor large Greek ships. & Pe

e gl : ilver
complementary tax, called ‘men’s silver’, was based on a levy of s
A . . . tax
and in kind: it was a kind of toll, which can be compared to a port.
i 7 i i 1ps,
levied on members of the crew®”. Upon leaving EgyPt. lonian ship

. . . il . of the
without exception, paid a tax in silver propomonal to the value

natron they took back from Egypt and nothing more.

CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATION AND CUSTOMS OFFICIALS .
Nectanebo's decree, which alludes to preceding 0nes. suggesztss tha[;ih_
regulations do not date from the 4™ century. G. Posener®® has hig

- i cess to the
lighted the fact that administrative texts control means ofac. |
s administration basically from

1e official at the gateway of
he Old Kingdom. The con-
stematized old epithets
ature of the New King-
orders can be com-
t us note that these
fren specifies the

country. In fact, we are familiar with thi
a title found in numerous inscriptions: ‘tl
foreign countries’. This function dates from t
frontation shows that the Saites unified and sy
and titles while taking into account the nomencl
dom, where ‘the officials for the khetemu' at the b
Pared to the ‘officials’ of the Egyptian Late PEfiG;. S
‘officials’ are generally superior officers. The title 0
location of ‘foreign’ countries and thus allows one 0 T
distinct zones corresponding to the three great internat
exchange of Saite Egypt, from the Nubian border to th _
Delta. Two title-holders of the Saite Period consecrated thelr
the temple of Neith at Sais. Among them was Nekhthorheb 3’
dked ivder Rsacie avidwiha prided himselfon having restored 0

10 the goddess. This testimony takes on partic

ecognize three
jonal flows of
e edge of the
statues in
ho offici-
fferings

ular meaning in light of

the development of economic relations between Egypt and the Hellenic
world during the Saite Period and the role that the Canopic channel
played in this commerce. |
The outlines of the system, as seen in Nekhthorheb’s narrative

inscription”. agree with the data from more recent sources, and a com-
parison of the Thonis-Heracleion Stele and that of Naukratis shows that the
essential arrangements were identical®®. The three texts refer to the
reestablishment of an institution and concern Mediterranean cor_n-
merce and imports from the Aegean world. The arrangements consist
in levies carried out by the royal administration at the entrance to El-‘le
Delta. According to the stelae. the customs were in the city ofThor_us,
on the Canopic channel: according to the statue, at the 'gate‘-‘.\-’hl-ch
may be situated in the same area. In both i.nst.ances, the benef1c1ar1es
are the gods. In the decree, it is Neith of Sais; in Nekhthorheb s. naljra-
n general, but he specifies that the re-organization
for priority in favour of Neith. According
fficials were responsible, at Thonis,
liged by the Saite Pharaoh to use the

tive, it is ‘the gods’ i
of the service should provide
to Jean Yoyotte's studies. “tl_lese 0
for the customs levied on ships ob _ .
Canopic mouth. These are the regulations decided by Nectaneblo, who
of innovation, to raise the sum of the offerings at

is satisfied, by way _
1 41 Two centuries before Nectanebo, at the

ith in Sais.
the temple of Nei I ) arme
when Hellenistic expansion il Egypt took off, “a customs 1nsttu
trolled maritime commerce and essentially Greek commerce,
n gods benefiting from the taxes

time

tion con :
with the temples of the Egyptia

n42

levied.
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We cannot conclude this brief discussion of customs during the
L_ate Pharaonic Period without recalling their evolution in Greco-R:man
times. Documents that refer to the theme of state control over com-
mercial exchanges in Greco-Roman Egypt have often become veritabl
‘classics’®. A letter to the dioketes Apollonius written by Demetri e
relates that it is impossible to change gold into silver in the m'ddtlnus
the 3" century B. C.E.**. The famous Revenue Laws of Ptolemy I] Plh'l .
phus .contai_n, for instance, standards relative to wholesal); a dl aC?e.l-
Hafje in 0il*. A contract for a maritime loan stipulates a cust N
I‘atlo.n”‘.ﬁ_ The aim of these state regulations was at Oncz ?-Tl-'lS decla
admlr‘ustrati'_ve. Concerning the destination of iR, Tk lfs.ca.l and
mention an interesting clause in the Revenue Laws, Whid:l sigiligzlsnﬁ to
hat

mdividua%ls who imported oil for their personal use th
toms office of Alexandria or Pelusium ( LB

commercial purposes was forbidden)
destination. On the other hand, “
or Syrian oil from Pelusium to
tax, but will request

Importing in the chora for
WeTe to pay a tax and declare their
all merchants who transport foreion
Alexandria will be excused from tie

a permit from the t

_ ax collect ;

from t i i eraL Bl

he oikonomicus, according to legal regulations "+7 @ lum and
- onnected to

this cus 1 i
toms organization, a dam was constructe
ucted on the Canopi
OPpIC

vent ships

channel of the Nile, not far from Alexandria, in order to pre
duties

from penetrating the river or leaving it without paying custom?
o C z - s Alex rian
for their cargoes. The control post was at the end of the AlexandrE
¢ station from
¢ channel

usis, t0

canal by which one entered Egypt**, just like the rive
Canopi
beyond Ele
; ighbourhood
fects

which one left toward the south by going up the
(Schedia): “The canal that leads to Schedia Is a little
the right*. Four schoenes from Alexandria, Schedia is a ne
of the city with the station of the thalameges from which PT®

. ' | ' & - foT taxes of
embark for Upper Egypt. There is located also the toll office fort ”
indeed why @ ponto

merchandise going down or up the river. That is )
n derives 1t

g name-

bridge (schedia) was constructed, from which the tow sails
‘ . hedia, one 5
After having passed through the canal that leads to §chedia, © of

1to the 1)21[‘
The inte
Jand of

on inder of : alle
the remainder of the canal as far as Canopus. paralle

the coast included between Pharos and the Canopic mouth-
val—between the canal and the sea forms a narrow strip of
which, after Nicopolis, are located Taposeiris the L 5inoe
Zephyrion, a promontory on which there is a small temple © AI_S]oL a
A_thdite. It is said that in ancient times, there existed &t 1;11at t‘Pitc’l i
city called Thonis, from the name of the king who offered IS hosP

_-l 5
ty to Menelaus and Helen.” (Strabo, Geography. 17. 1. 16)
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AN EXTRAORDINARY PAIR

OF TWINS

THE STELES OF THE PHARA(

Under the Saites, the Persians and the last three
nis was the border and customs station and t
products passed on their way to Greek trading posts in Naukratis, When
Alexandria was founded, Thonis lost these functions, ag the new capital
oversaw the passage of imports and EXports as well as the levying of fees
and import duties. For Alexandrians, the name of Thonjsg remaineq only
a memory of epic times, while know]edge of
Only the Greek name of the loca] shrine sy
the prestigious memory of the beloved her
During the reign of Psammeticy
diers had been stationed near the tow

native dynasties, Tho.
he emporion where Greek

its location became vague,

TVived: Heracleion, linked to
0.

1ve site of Commerce
Several lonian, Dorian ang Aeolian

B €3810ns whoge
organization and activities were fegulated ypgep Ph
(570~526 B.C.E.).

sians in western Lower Egypt
prosperous activities, duly reg
under the last native dynasties
which was found in sy, in

1899 ang i Preseryeq 1im eNEaukm.m
Museum, Cairo, SPtian
This greywacke stele, 210 Centimetyeg high hasp fi
served. It bears fourteen columns of hieroglyphic te e A
solemn elegance and learned COmMpositioy ’t((_ording t e 4%

he gaite

e
y the fouI:l [he flrst

‘ne t
; during
writing system that had been fashlo'ﬂf‘l;leque b o 3
. . 510 c . . 4
This text consecrates in Egyptian a decis 0 Nectahebo 2 aCceSslohe
30 Dynasty, Nekhtnebef of Sebennytos ("‘1 ‘ hortly after § ecto of t ¢
year of his reign (November, 378 B.C.E.), " ) fSais and prot yolume 9
in favour of the temple of Neith, patron dmty(; Jevied o1 thete oth 01;
e )
previous dynasties. A tithe would hencefoft::eneﬁt of thﬁ" Stin tl; i
taxes that were regularly collected for the of Naukrati® ctit . wO“O ¢
the goods ang productions of the GI'EGRS.C.:l,lannel-Thee te 12 .
imports arriving from overseas by the Can‘opi cervice for thlc.ctal clefﬂve
Serve to finance 3 complementary Offermgto penefit the steles 3b?ﬂg
: _ . 2 ce he I
Neith, in other words ap in-kind resour At the top Of € ng offe o
Whom the new ryjer intended to win over. e

& Of th cé 1€
. ngraving C](la tl
the fourteen columns of text, there is an er g e golden nee™ e of
Neith a tray with food on one side and a l1arg

n I8 med
tia h

iar with the BYPUY0 g ehe Ty
other. The Greeks were very familiar W ted to AtheR3 2
goddess (whom they had long since assimilate

n
to these foiel self
5age conveyeq by the picture had to be clear

.s 1 ;
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3810 illiterate Egyptians,

od: one Was 5 calle
Two sites of taxation were thus plann ]

e
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Where the ste]e had been erected, and the other, GreeXs: 515
for what is of all that comes from the Sea of thiy ghe W . ¢hat
OUS toponym, Mechanically vocalized as Henwe

ts.
flone other thay, the Thonis of the Greek tex f [EASM
. so 0 .

The mogt astonishing and significant or anear 4in i Srpﬂll
of the Thonis-Heraclejon Stele, which is a dOuble" 1 was fou? of craft e€”
cise, of the Stele of year 1 of Nekhtnebef, whic e Ch.lﬂlity 150
in 189. S4Me material, same dimensions Saﬁ;ﬂs an aritiﬂ qef©
ship, Same doyp)e Picture with identical c.ie ts in th v

) ' rian

Columpg o¢ Vertical text, At the most, five Va dy Presewe | hist©
Words wepe discovereq, The stone is as perfec

prilled 4
Nauksatis, g, ttself, this finding, which has th
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g findlnd,o pe Pr.

237




2 MY -
2 g»‘i.'i;a %

s
—_,

| e}

Egy
O, pl. and
Gree :
eXDrec ece, 1s :
estpres.sed concerned banL unexpected, because the fiscal measures
Dl ete of Mo fth the customs office of Thonis and the Greek
( 'Ll oy - 4 -
ratis. It is nevertheless an extremely rare event

N the hiStory o

g::ment conc archaeology. It happens that both versions of the same

3 ance from each other have
ere displayed dur-

point where

=t B reservad ii::tg i cities at a dist
eachamiquity and } b f” [h? very places where they w
B Was initially ;erecltegf. just a short distance from
1;1Vesi‘ eSPeCially g i’ . Th.e situation seems nothing 1ess
Overtun‘ﬂlcted On monur e)tlunk of the destruction that nature and men
Vertumned, dispersed HERLS at both sites and of the troubling chaos of
ed and dismembered stones found in most of the

Siteg
of Lo
wer E )
€ngd There jg ;gypt and the Alexandrian ared
S , IO\ME . . d d.
e fthe text we ver, a difference between the two versions. At the
. ’ read: “Hi ' .
StelepleSent stele.” Tlad' His Majesty has said: Let this be establlshed on
leig Placed jp N(-}kl‘ 1le Naukratic Stele specifies (line 13): “on the present
eq oI; SPecifies (li atj, on the bank of the Ant € |.” The stele of Hera
n
the Greeks es 13-14): “on the present stele at the mouth of the
,in the town whose name is Hone of Sais.” We have here .
> 2 - o ! ﬂ ;-:- ., : ‘

e fy]
fOrI
€ ot N of the primiti
primitive name of Heracleion.

\er Tha
V\rhl Th()ne
:S : aukfati(s)fdthe lower Delta by the men
i‘;’ied ey CH:PEHded and which benefited by pri
S
ese twi pic trade.
1n
steles are both splendid exam

the

than mirac-

ana

U8

ples ©

en
gra\r'
Ing 5
twhi
C 1
work:TkShOPS Ofls‘ 4% century B.C. E. Jptists excelled- TR way
S truly g ais succeeded in producing two practicallyl
" i
prising. One detail in particular highlig 2
er—sCfibe“ %

Mgt
0 hog

S

»
LI

of ‘eq
eith. 1torigl’ )
hemmth, the bottgl technique used by the writ
€ m
Sy, ¢ dby s thin [j of column thirteen of the
ine of fine hatch-marks b

=i}

N
B =

N

ENSNNGIE

(Th Oul'te
onj en w
Nig’ as i
Woulq Hee?mutely dotted in order © select
to be substituted for ‘Naukratis’. which & =P ic'o :
8 BT (e i\~ {
= | st |~ | T A T
MEPOS ol 4 %
,,l T K Pal ba gl
o Lé A VA IR =
| o of== q’r ol e
= °-1M"“(=‘.t,-:;“_'
telg of ! =1 = e _M_[i\fr_"_ 1
| Thonis-y stele of Nﬂ“kr"t's 1 L ‘.--!;M % S
e y : AL
racleion NQL[HFGUS y j_'%\ E:’; r"'\‘%&
o pynasty 970 a ¢ 9 B BT S (o
L | ol = e ALY

gmneho f

of Ne
- anodiofité
Gran W 2g M |

H. 1 a5 cm :
D. 34 cm

£ |
. cm




2&0‘ 1
11 l CITIES, PORTS AND PALACES

on the first model. Thi !
refined art ofcgmmT:;cdojuble display is yet another illu ;
Pharaohs excelled: com atlol.l atwhich the administrati stration of the
between Egypt ana its fi mu-mcation between the st il O.fthe divine
oreign partners, between thaet; and its subjects,
uman world and

the divine
) : ea
were ideally integrated i ns of sacred writing politi
religious. Into a conception of the ¢ '¢s and economics
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we call

Henceforth it i
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ly confirmed that Thonis
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3 , accordin
euenied.. and whose name ang
SUC geographers, was th
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e entire lower Delta corroboraté the hypot
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ording to the studies of J. Y.
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r ' the Auic “‘thh oold and silver coins were st
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o ‘ rs. The weight
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agos, and continued bY h

423 Coin s

an. The founding of

of the coins is reduced, thereby departing from the Atti

Monetary circulation is limited to this single coinage in E C A,
‘Prolemaic zone'. Moreover. according to P.hBallet "tTl » FavpLand
put into place imposed strict oversight of e.\'chai;ue :nzli)ln@t‘a.l‘}’ polic:\'
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EXCURSUS: THE COINS
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CATHERINE GRATALOUP, ERIC MCCANN

DAILY LIFE IN

THE CANOPIC REGION

CERAMICS ARE REMNANTS OF DAILY LIFE
IN THE CANOPIC REGION.

Prospecting and excavations carried out by the European Institute of
Underwater Archaeology on the sites of Heracleion and Canopus, to the
east of the Aboukir peninsula and in the port of Alexandria, have begun
to deliver a remarkable collection of ceramic materials, both complete
objects and fragments. Very often the first datable evidence of occupa-
tion, ceramics are also, by their production and their use, silent mes-
sengers from ancient times. They represent a link in the chain formed
by other archaeological evidence, whether small like an earring, or
large like a statue or an architectural element.

A preliminary examination of ceramics from the western zone of
the Egyptian Delta makes it possible to understand objects that have
long been known to researchers and those that have been studied only
recently. The ceramics discovered belong to two categories: Egyptian
and imported. Regardless of origin, the category of common ceramics is
as well-represented as that of fine ceramics or amphorae. At this stage
in the surveys of this huge site, the first chronological irformation con-
tributed by this study shows a continuous occupation of the site of Her-
acleion from the 26'" Dynasty until the Ptolemaic Period. The current
ceramological evidence from East Canopus begins later. in the 4'P cen-
tury B.C.E., and attests to its occupation until the Byzantine Period,
with a significant presence in certain excavated zones during the Ptole-
maic Period. Judging by the research undertaken in the port of Alexan-
dria, ceramics there cover a time span from the Ptolemaic Period to the
Byzantine Period. While underwater archaeological excavations often
present specific submerged environments that are particularly dis-
turbed’, samples have nevertheless revealed coherent ceramological
contexts’. They have made it possible to understand the internal
chronology of these three sites, to support existing interpretations of

the function of these zones and to approach the study of the contacts
that Heracleion and East Canopus established with the Mediterranean
world before and after the founding of Alexandria.

Among the zones already surveyed, the north-cast zone of Hera-
cleion? contains ceramics of the 26! Dynasty. from the 6'" and pe.rhap.s
the late 7' century B.C.E. The first currently attested occupat‘lon 1s
known through the prevalence of amphorae from Samos in particular,
but also from Miletus, known for its oil, Lesbos, Chios and Clazomenae
(cat.375, p.229), famous for oil and marinated wine®, as well as from
fine ceramics such as lonian cups (cat. 403, p. 228)°, or fragments from
a Chiot cup® and those from a northern lonian oenochoe in the Late Wild
Goat Style (600-570 B.C.E.)’. This superiority in number reflects the
role of eastern Greeks in the site’s creation or development. Less well
represented® but just as certainly present, Corinthian ceramics can be
seen in the form of fragments from the beginning of the 6'" century B.
C.E., which demonstrate relations with this Peloponnesian city. wh?ch
widely exported small oil and perfume vases. The end of the Saite Perfod
also saw more specific contacts established with other bordering
regions such as the Levant and Cyprus®. Egyptian products. produced
with a Nile silt from the alluvia of the Nile!, are represented by vases
for culinary purposes: a cylindrical jar for food storage (cat. 397, p. 248)
or a spherical jar for cooking!'. Are these local ceramics the immediate
traces of local settlement or do they merely indicate relations with the
local population? These local domestic ceramics (basin, bowl, small
dish, mortar) are more common in the western zone of the northern
canal and their production is spread out between the late 6'" and the
early 4'" centuries B.C.E.. demonstrating not only the maintaining of
maritime trade with the Levant but also connections with Greece. The
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same is true of certain vases for liquids, such as juglets (cat.396, p. 249)
of calcareous clay.
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concretions sometimes sixty centimetres thick. The remaining stepwas ments were cut from limestone, marble, red granite, granitoid rocks
to identify them and try to imagine what role they might have played and quartzite. Here and there are found monoliths from pre-Alexan-
when they still stood upright. Topographical identifications made it drian pharaonic temples, obviously reused in the main work of the
possible to recognize sea walls, quays and basins as well as pavements, walls and at one point, the scrap-heap of a stone-cutting workshop.
colonnades of palaces and remains of shrines in these huge groups of Among the concentrations of stone blocks, some structures still in
underwater remains (columns and capitals, blocks of granite, basalt, place can be identified. They prove to be strong limestone walls, their
calcite or limestone and sculptures, amphorae and anchors). stones still dressed, and, in rare cases, fired brick walls. The ancient

IEASM’s multiple underwater explorations confirmed the loca- coast thus looks just like the contiguous strip of shoreline that was still
tions of submerged palaces, temples and ports. The study of the basins  part of the continent as described by members of the Egyptian Expedi-
made it possible to determine their depth and type of sedimentation, to  tion and 19'"century visitors.
locate shipwrecks and to draw up a map of their quays. The identifica- Remains of wood and mortar foundations have, however, con-
tion and study of the numerous architectural elements covering the tributed chronological information regarding the different archaeolog-
palace zone were accompanied by soundings to establish a timeline of  ical deposits that were found and revealed important renovations to the
renovations, abandonments and destructions of the sites. port made during the Roman Period.

The port renovations are not as expected. The layout is technically The monuments built under the Ptolemaic kings and the Caesars
more coherent’. The entrance to the basins is well protected from swell  suffered terrible shocks starting in antiquity, the direct or indirect

THE PORTUS MAGNUS
OF ALEXANDRIA

“Once peace had been assured by the leader and purchased by great
presents, a feast celebrated the joy of such a great event, and Cleopatra
displayed an ostentatious luxury, which Roman society had not yet
allowed. The place was like a temple of luxury, the likes of which would
be difficult to build even in a more corrupt period; the panelled vaults
were laden with riches; thick strips of gold hid the wooden pieces;
instead of being cut into facing for the surface, the marble was whole,
and made the residence shine; there stood whole solid masses of agate
and porphyry; everywhere in the palace was a profusion of onyx on
which people walked; the Mareotic ebony did not cover the vast door
jambs, but stood there instead of vulgar oak, serving as a support and
not a decoration for the residence. Ivory covered the galleries of the
atrium, and on the doors were applied the shells of Indian tortoises,
coloured by hand, with circles in each of which an emerald was set. The
gems sparkied on the beds, the jasper made the sideboard shimmer
wildly; the rugs gleamed: most had been soaked in Tyrian purple and
had gone into more than one copper tank to absorb the drug well; oth-
ers shone with gold brocade, still others were dazzling scarlet, in the
artistic manner of Egyptian weaving.” (Lucan, Pharsalia, 10, 107-127)
While underwater excavations in the Alexandrian harbour did
not reveal the splendour of the palaces of Alexandria, they did establish
a detailed cartography of the eastern port - Megas Limen or Portus Mag-
nus - and its immediate area. In the zone of the Royal Quarters,
research identified the specific outlines of the installations and build-
ings that once stood near the palaces and sometimes made it possible to

study their structure: the Royal Port, the Timonium, the island of

Antirhodos, temples, ancient piers, etc. This research drastically
changed our topographical knowledge of the port infrastructures serv-
ing the basileia. This complex of coastal palaces facing the sea placed
government buildings and cultural establishments side by side. By

welcoming scholars of the Greek world and placing them nearby, the
Plolemaic kings manifested their desire to have knowledge and power
coexist, as well as their interest in acquiring Greek culture. As a place of
royal residence, Alexandria benefited from the Ptolemaic rulers’ taste
for luxury: cach successive Plolemy added even more sumptuous edi-
fices to the ancient palaces. Strabo, who lived in Alexandria between 27
and 20 B. C. E.. described the place thus: “The city holds splendid parks
and the royal buildings: they occupy a quarter, or even a third, of the
total area, for cach of the kings, anxious to beautify in turn the public
edifices with some new ornament, was no less eager to add, at his own
cost, a new residence to those existing already. so that by now the poet’s
line is apt: ‘each is born from the previous one’. All these edifices form
a continuous building. they and the port and even those that extend
beyond the port.” (Strabo 17, 1, 8)

It is true that it was impossible to recognize the ruins of palaces
and temples from IEASM surveys and the divers’ photographs. What
appears is a sort of wasteland cluttered with collections, some dense,
some sparse, of dismembered or partially demolished buildings. with
some stray sculptures and inscribed stones dating from Pharaohs prior
to Alexander. Blocks of limestone were quite rare; blocks of hard rock
were abundant. In fact, having been spared modern invasions, the sub-
merged ‘Royal Quarters’ of Alexandria greatly resembled the sites of the
great stone temples of Lower Egypt, which were also spared by medieval
or modern invasions.

The prospected zone, the Portus Magnus, can be divided into five
large sectors: Cape Lochias, the ancient coast. the peninsula of the Posei-
dium, the island of Antirhodos and the western port installations (see
the map of the ancient port. p.38). Over the 600 hectares surveyed,
archaeological excavations led to the discovery of thousands of objects,
which were then cleaned of their calcarcous deposit, with layers of

and waves. The long sea wall that had been drawn for the Timonium
does not correspond to any reality. In any case, such a construction
could not have withstood more than one winter, had it been exposed at
the entrance to the main channel, as was previously thought. The shal-
lows thought to be the location of Antirhodos are rather the peninsula
with the sea wall where the Timonium might have been located. The
island includes indeed a small port, a perfect harbour. The Poseidium
could be located on the peninsula. As for the ‘king’s private port’, its
position and layout are more functional and more attractive than had
been previously assumed. This new topographical map, while matching
ancient authors’ indications, proceeded directly from actual field meas-
urements. Such observations also allowed us to ask engineering ques-
tions about the site selected for the ancient port’s establishment and
architecture. The presence or absence of a trench mark sufficed to dis-
tinguish between the rocky thresholds that are level with the surface
and those that protruded in antiquity.

The ruins of immense structural surfaces have been found, spared
by submersion from being covered up or smashed like the ancient sur-
faces that remained exposed during the medieval, modern and con-
temporary periods. It would be difficult to date the renovations and
transformations of each sector, to attribute and name the buildings
that could have existed, or to determine and date the circumstances
that made these places a chaotic field of rubble. One important obser-
vation was made: on the west side of Cape Lochias, the ancient coast
with its peninsula and the island, the ground is still covered with lime-
stone paving that preserved its continuity and coherence, except in lim-
ited places where it suffered marginal collapses or localized breakages.
These esplanades, however, support nothing but ruins, large architec-
tural fragments mixed with pieces of sculpture, forming large collec-
tions of stones, some greatly dispersed, some less so.

The submerged floor of the ancient shore, including its two
peninsular extensions, is thus covered with an almost continuous
series of deposits of mixed-up blocks: whole or broken column shafts of
various types and modules, scattered capitals and bases of columns,
pieces of entablature, stones from walls.... These architectural ele-

results of tectonic and human phenomena that periodically shook

them or knocked them down:

- Stones taken from more ancient monuments were incorporated into
new structures during the Ptolemaic and Roman Periods. Three frag-
ments of an obelisk (cat.461, p.271), a pedestal and a statue dating
from the Ramessid Period (1291-1204 B. C.E.) (cat. 451, p. 272) and sev-
eral elements of a building constructed by the Saite King Apries
(589-570 B.C.E.), represent remains of monuments from pre-Alexan-
drian dynasties that were subsequently reused (cat. 464, p.272; 462,
463, 465, 466). These discoveries confirm that most of the works of
pharaonic antiquity found in Greco-Roman Alexandria had been
taken from the temples of Heliopolis, as we have known for approxi-
mately a century from several pieces gathered throughout the conti-
nental parts of the city. Despite recutting into mason’s stone and
other pieces, possible reuse, mutilations due to natural agents, the
hazards of handling or iconoclastic assaults, etc., these pharaonica can
nonetheless reveal the cultural relationships between the old
pharaonic world and the young Hellenistic universe2.

- After the Roman Period, columns were reused at the site, or moved

for use in churches and then in mosques; large stone objects were

taken away in great numbers during the Arab Period to build defen-
sive structures, as can be seen by the reused stone incorporated into
the great Tulinid wall and in Abd el-Latif’s text on transport of the

Sarapeum’s columns for coastal defences during the time of Saladin.

Some pieces from the same monument were dispersed to sites that

were sometimes very distant from one another.

While keeping in mind the difference between what might constitute a

beautiful setting in terms of cinematography and something that does

not claim to be the archaeologically identified setting of a drama, one
will notice that the map indicates that the palace seen by Strabo on

Antirhodos three years after Cleopatra’s death, and which may well

have sheltered the queen before she withdrew to her mausoleum, is

placed facing the Timonium, the palace that Marcus Antonius built
after his defeat. The ghosts of the two lovers continue to haunt these
submerged places.... The mission had very little chance of finding
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pENDICE ‘

LD TO NEW KINGDOM

— ca. 2700 B.C.E. - ﬁ 1069 B.C.E.
21" Dynasty |
(Tanis)
oid
Kingdom _— 945B.C.E
22:"BDynustg
ubasti |
E ca. 2200 B.C.E. 1)
L_  715B.C.E.
i Third ) 818 B.C.E.
First ®rmediate | 23'“ Dynasty —
intermediate — Period
Periode L 715B.C.E.
727 B.C.E.
2L Dynasty —|
L— (4. 2033 B.C.E.
— Zi5B.CE:
25" Dynast
jddle Kingdom —— (KUShE; -
L L 656B.C.E
[ 664 B.C.E.
ca. 1710 B.C.E. 26" Dynast
— ca. 1785 B.C.E. Ynasty |
(Sais)
Second — 525B.C.E.
intermediate —— 27t p
< ynast
Period (First Persiaz —
Period)
L__ ca.1540 B.C.E. —— 404 B.C.E.
ca. 1550 B.C. E.
28th Dynasty |
18t Dynasty
1295 B.C.E Egyptian = J9BCE
——ca: 2E B,
Late poriod —| 398 B.C.E.
29th —
19th Dynasty — Dynasty
ca. 1183  Year in which, according to tradition, the Trojan War toolk place. 380 B.C.E
\— 0. 1186 B.C.E. Legendary visit of Helen of Troy and Menelaus, Spartan king, guided by Canopus — 378 BCE
through the Nile Delta 30t p
20t Dynasty — ynasty — |
L 341B.C.E.
= L ca. 1069 B.C.E. [ 340B.C.E.
Second Persian __|
Period

— 332RB.C.E.

FROM THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD TO EGYPTIAN LATE PERIOD

; g T
Founding of Heracleion-Thonis gt century B.C.E.

Assvrian king Asarhaddon conquers Lower Egypt 671 B.C.E.

Assyrian king Assurbanipal conquers Thebes 664 B.C.E.

Necho [ 672-664 B.C.E., psammetichus 1 664-610 B. C.E., Necho Il
610-595 B.C. E., Psammetichus 11 595-589 B.C.E., Apries 589-570 B.C.E.,
Amasis 570-526 B.C.E., psammetichus I11 526-525 B.C.E.

Cambyses . i
Artaxerxes 1 465-424 B.C.E., Greek historian Herodotus visits Egypt

ca. 450 B. C.E., Darius II 423-404 B.C.E.

Amyrtaeus 404-399 B.C. E.

Nepherites 1 398-393 B.C.E., Psammuthes 393 B.C.E,,
Hakor 392-379 B. C.E., Nepherites [1 378 B.C.E.

Nectanebo 1 378-361 B.C.E., Teos 360-359 B.C.E,,
Nectanebo I[ 358-341 B.C.E.

Artaxerxes 111 Ochus 340-337 B.C. E.
Arses 337-335 B.C.E.
Darius I11 335-332 B.C.E.

525-522 B.C.E., Darius 1 522-486 B.C.E., Xerxes 486-465 B.C.E.,
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PTOLEMAIC PERIOD

Alexander
the Great

Satrap

f Egypt Ptolemy | —|
o

Ptolemy |
Soter King of Egypt

Ptolemy I
Philadelphus

Ptolemuy Il
Euergetes

Ptolemy IV
Philopator

I

Ptolemy v
Epiphanes

[

Ptolemy v|
Philometor

[

Ptolemy vijj ]
Euergetes ||

I

Ptolemy IX
Soter ||

Ptolemy x
Alexander | —

Ptolemy X
Alexander ] —

Ptulemg X
Neo-Dionysys —

Ptolemg X0

Cleopatra VII. — Ptolemy Xy

Ptolemg Xv
Caesgr ]

332 B.C.E.

323 B.C.E.

306 B.C.E.
305 B.C.E.

283 B.C.E.

246 B.C.E.

221 B.C.E.

204B.C.E.

181 B.C.E.

145B.C.E,

116 B.C.E.

107B.C.E.

88 B.C.E.

80B.C.E.

S1B.C. g,

47B.¢.x

4B.C.p

30 B.C.E,

Founding of Alexandria 331 B.CLE,

Completion of Mouscion and Great Library

Construction of Lighthouse

Decree of Canopys

Decree of Memphis (Rosettq Stone) 196 B. C. E.

Ptolemy VII Neog Philopator

Ptolemy x;
lexangey I

Caesyr in Alexan(lri '
’/‘\l('x;mdri 40-41, 36-30 B.C.E., Octavian's \fiL‘lUl'.'f cipati
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B arcus An ; 9
a October 48-April 47 B. C. I, Marc nt

]u‘iD-Cluudiun
Dynasty

Flavian
Period

Five Good
Mperors

e
Verqp Dunustg

I‘\'-ll'elicm

i"ﬂetiun
L
Gq‘El‘iUS
| I
Co
"Stantine
Th

e .
°dosms I

usti“iun |

ROMAN IMPERIAL PERIOD

27 B.C.E.

68 C.E.
69 C. E.

96 C.E.

305 C.E.

311 C. E.
306 C.E.

337 C.E.
378 C.E.

395 C.E-
527 C.E-

565 C.E-
582 C.E-

602 C.E-

369

37C.E
s e 1437
- £, Tibertus 14 . CENe

10 54-68 C.E
41-54

2 B
s 69-T0CE

51 6 CE
Jlion in .'\le_\'llﬂdrij‘.Si[ © Ale‘\.andrla 17
ebelllt 2 CE .

E., Hadrian 117-13

g ius 61—18 ing
g Defeat of a )¢ < agrelius 1 - Granting
¥ - ‘\ are 4

Caracalle 2 M CE

é . ex&l’ld
ndrid 199 2007 o C.E. Visit©



