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NEWLY DISCOVERED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

IN THE LAND OF TYULENOVO VILLAGE, SHABLA MUNICIPALITY

Ivan Hristov, Nayden Prahov
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, VII, 1892., 49–55.

The purpose of this article is to introduce the 

information gathered during fi eld surveys in the 

territory of the Tyulenovo village in Dobrudzha, 

the village being located on the Black Sea coast 

between the town of Shabla and the village of Ka-

men Bryag. The newly discovered monuments are 

part of a large antique and late antique complex 

which had remained unknown to the archaeolo-

gists and historians until the early 21st century.

The village of Tyulenovo is one of the small 

settlements situated on the north-western Black 

Sea shore. Its previous name was Kalıç köy (from 

the Turkish ‘kılıç’, sword and ‘köy’, village). The 

original Turkish name was used by the old Gagauz 

population of the village. In 1942, it was renamed 

Tyulenovo because of the colonies of monk seals 

inhabiting the coastal caves.

The fi rst to report on the archaeological mon-

uments on the land of the Tyulenovo village were 

the Shkorpil brothers, who described the so-called 

‘Dobrudzha coastal colonies starting south of the 

Shabla light house’.1 According to them, the fi rst 

colony was lo ca ted precisely in the vicinity of the 

village of Kalıç köy. The Shkorpil brothers present 

a very detailed description of eight caves, namely 

Koyun Maara (the sheep cave), Delik Maara (the 

pierced cave), Mervenli Maara (the cave with the 

stair), Terzi Maara (the tailor´s cave), Kazanli 

Maara (the cave with the cauldron), Chakla Maara 

(the cave with the gravel), Merdivenli Maara (the 

cave with the stair), Koyun Maara (a second cave 

of that name). The caves could be entered from 

1  .  .    -
   . I. – In: 

, VII, 1892., 49–55.
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. 1.        .  (    1892 .).

Fig. 1. Plans of rock complexes in the vicinity of the village of Tyulenovo (after the Shkorpil Brothers 1892).
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3 Strabo, VII, 5, 12.
4 Cl. Ptolemae., III, 10.4.

the Dobrudzha rocky plateau above them (Fig. 1).

The researchers describe various man-made re-

cesses in the caves as ‘rooms’, rock niches and rock 

slits resembling windows. Particularly interesting 

are the recesses in the Kazanli Maara cave. At the 

end of the 20th century, fi fteen large rock pits shaped 

as ‘large pots’ were discovered there. It is believed 

that before the Liberation of Bulgaria at the end of 

the 19th century the population of the neighbouring 

villages concealed their food supplies there. The 

Shkorpil brothers called the colony in the vicinity of 

Kılıç köy the ‘cave city’. At the commencement of 

the 20th century, commenting on questions related to 

the analysis of the ethnic and ethnographic charac-

teristics of the ancient population along the Western 

Black Sea coast (including the area of the consid-

ered village!) the hypothesis was launched claiming 

that some literary information from the 2nd century 

AD may have referred to the tribe (tribal group or 

nominal tribal form) of the Troglodytae.2 In Ancient 

Thrace, the Troglodytae were fi rst mentioned by the 

Greek historian and geographer Strabo in Book VII 

of his ‘Geographica’3. Together with the Thracian 

tribe of the  Krobyzoi, they are localised broadly 

speaking ‘beyond the places near Callatis, Tomis 

and Istros’. The Troglodytae were also known to 

Claudius Ptolemy and were spoken of in his pop-

ular work from the second half of the 2nd century 

AD – ‘Geographike Hyphegesis’.4 They are attested 

in the so-called ‘Ninth Map of Europe’, compiled 

by Ptolemy in the 2nd century and printed in West-

ern Europe until the end of the 20th century in vari-

ous map versions. The Troglodyte tribe is assumed 

to have generally occupied an area to the north of 

Odessos up to the Istros delta, an area adjacent to the 

cities of Tomis, Istros, and Axium. The Troglodytae 

are assumed to have been mythological human-like 

creatures who as believed lived in caves and holes; 

the word is also used for animals that live under-

ground. The name is associated with the Latin form 

Troglodytae, a race of people believed to have been 

cave-dwellers; this name derives as some research-

ers think, from the Greek word . The 

fi rst part of this word –  – means a hole, and 

the second –  – enter, penetrate.

2 , . .    
    . , 

2009.
3  Strabo, VII, 5, 12.
4  Cl. Ptolemae., III, 10. 4.
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6 https://www.bulgariancastles.com/s-tyulenovo-kasno-
antichno-ukreplenie/.

Wilhelm Tomaszek, the founder of Tracology 

as a science, believed that the Troglodytae lived in 

Scythia Minor, near Halmyris. In his opinion, earth 

dwellings/dugouts covered with reeds and dung are 

still to be found along the Lower Danube, as well as 

in Armenia. It is accepted that the name under which 

the Troglodytae, who inhabited the Bulgarian Black 

Sea coast in ancient times, were known, is not an 

ethnonym. The Troglodytae were part of local, prob-

ably Thracian tribes who had taken advantage of the 

favourable geological conditions to create spaces in 

the rocks suitable both for living and exercising cult, 

burial and economic practices. Their culture is par-

ticularly conspicuous in the coastal region between 

Mangalia (in Romania) and Cape Kaliakra.

Unfortunately, the rock monuments in the men-

tioned hinterland, and especially those located in the 

southern part of the village of Tyulenovo, have not 

been systematically studied and are endangered by 

destruction. On the whole, they have remained the 

only popular archaeological sites in the area (Fig. 2).

L. Bobcheva5 mentions very briefl y about the 

rock sites near the village; she also provides curi-

ous information about scattered hewn stones in the 

vicinity of Tyulenovo.

A search in the depositories of the History 

Museum in Kavarna and the Regional History Mu-

seum in Dobrich shows that there are no recorded 

fi nds from the land of the village of Tyulenovo.

Indirect data on the existence of a fortifi ed ar-

chaeological site are contained in the Bulgarian For-

tresses website, where the following is succinctly 

mentioned: ‘Vestiges of a small antique or late an-

tique fortifi cation were found within the boundaries 

of the Tyulenovo village land. They represent accu-

mulated material from unregulated digging works, 

during which well-processed stone blocks and ce-

ramics were dumped in the southeastern part of the 

village. Where this archaeological material came 

from has not yet been established’.6

The information collected during the direct fi eld 

walking carried out in the winter of 2024 by the au-

thors of this article is a new touch to the history and 

archeology of the region and an answer to the above 

question. The yielded information is supplemented 

by accounts of eyewitnesses who, for one reason or 

5 , .     
, 65.

6 https://www.bulgariancastles.com/s-tyulenovo-kasno-
antichno-ukreplenie/.

 ,  
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. 2.         .  (  .  – 2008 .).

Fig. 2. Rock sites in the southern part of the land of the village of Tyulenovo (photos I. Hristov – 2008).
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another, were present during the undertaken works 

on the village land related to the construction of 

buildings and rehabilitation of the road pavement in 

the eastern periphery of the village (Fig. 3).

For example, a section of approximately 30 m 

long massive wall built with large-sized hewn blocks, 

some with a length of 1.40 m, a width of 0.50 m and 

a height of 0.40 m was discovered during the reha-

 ,  

. 3.        . .

Fig. 3. Plan of newly recorded structures in the land of Tyulenovo.
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bilitation of the pavement on the street located to the 

west of the Poseidon Underwater Centre. The wall is 

oriented in northwest-southeast direction and prob-

ably was the foundation of a fortress wall (Fig. 4). 

We were told that traces of a round tower with an 

approximate external diameter of 5 m built of mor-

tar-bound hewn blocks had been revealed near the 

foundations of this wall, during excavation works 

on a private property. Walls made of large cut stones 

were also uncovered during construction in the area 

of today’s Orbita and Delfi n Hotels.

Today lots of architectural details (fragments of 

capitals, bases, stone vessels (Fig. 5), some of which 

were found in the land of Tyulenovo village are dis-

played in front of the entrance to the Ambra Hotel.

The foundations of buildings masoned with 

mud-bound crushed stone were photographed in the 

easternmost part of the village, on the steep cliffs 

by the sea and on the route of an unpaved by-pass 

road (fi g. 6). A small amount of fragments of late 

antique building and household ceramics was col-

lected among them. Again, three stone architectural 

details were found in situ on the above-mentioned 

road. Judging by their shapes, it can be tentative-

ly written that the fi rst two are bases designed for 

columns, probably made in the 4th and 5th centuries 

(Fig. 7). This is the period when a strong styliza-

tion of the forms was required in the production 

of such details, but yet, despite everything – based 

on the numerous examples from Moesia, Thracia 

and Dacia – it can be assumed that they were used 

mainly in the Ionic order. Most often, similar bases 

like the ones found in Tyulenovo, originate from 

early Christian basilicas, particularly at the end of 

the 4th – fi rst half of the 5th century. The third detail 

features a Doric capital with an abacus, an echinus 

and a necking.7 The information we have is that the 

bases were found in situ, at a distance of about 1 m 

from each other along the north-south line. Proba-

bly, together with the nearby wall foundations with 

the long side oriented east-west, they mark part of 

the volume of an early Christian church.

During the construction of the Tyulenovo Hotel 

and, more precisely, of its northeastern periphery, they 

say that a completely extant amphora kiln was uncov-

ered. When revealed it had been preserved up to the 

level of the dome and was still fi lled with the produced 

7 We thank Assoc. Dr. Zdravko Dimitrov (NAIM at 
BAS) for the consultation on the dating of the monu-
ments!

      . ,  
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‘small amphorae’. The kiln was destroyed during the 

exterior reconstruction of the hotel restaurant.

To the complex thus taking shape, we should 

add an old and still functioning well built near the 

fi shermen’s boat ramp. Today, the slipway itself 

stands on the western periphery of the Chekek 

Bay (‘mooring’).8 The bay is the only safe place 

between the lighthouse on Cape Shabla and the 

Tauk Bay to the south where small vessels can 

seek refuge in a stormy weather. The bay is only 

200 m deep and about 80 m wide. For now, there 

are no fi nds recovered from under water.

The newly discovered antiquities seem to be 

part of a large, until now unknown complex cov-

ering an area of approximately 2 ha, which also 

possessed fortifi cation components. It probably 

fl ourished in Late Antiquity. We assume that the 

fortifi ed part covered the high seashore to the south 

of Chekek Bay to Street No. 11 opposite The Arch 

rocky phenomenon in the sea. It spreads over an ap-

proximate area of 1 ha. The aforementioned street 

above the Poseidon underwater centre features the 

conditional line of the fortress to the west. If our as-

sumptions are correct, it can be written that the for-

tifi cation strongly resembles by location and scope 

that in the Yailata site (the land of the nearby vil-

lage of Kamen Bryag), as well as the Tauk Liman 

fortress near the village of Sveti Nikola.9 The two 

fortifi cations occupied a small area of 0.45 ha – 0.8 

ha and to secure their defence, they relied mainly 

on a long wall in the west.

The fortifi cation near the village of Tyulenovo oc-

cupies a place between the already known Black Sea 

coastal fortresses in the province of Scythia Karea/ 

Kareas, namely the one near the lighthouse of Shabla 

and Toprak Kale at the village of Kamen bryag.10 

The only way to get a securely established 

dating of the site and clarify its layout is to under-

take an archaeological investigation through sond-

age excavations.

8      -
.      

,      
  1979 – 2004. – In: Studia Pontica 2. , 

2009, 40, 230.
9 , .    -

  (    – V  .).  , 
2002, 216–217, 222.

10 , .     -
      -

 . – In:   ,  1, . 
, 2011, 320.
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Fig. 4. Details of the supposed fortress wall.
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. 5.       . .

Fig. 5. Preserved architectural details from the land of Tyulenovo.
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Fig. 6. Foundations of Late Antiquity buildings.
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. 7.    .

Fig. 7. Stone bases and a capital.
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