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Northern fish tank : the cross fish tank

8/19



Northern Fish tank

-0.9/-0.8

| -08/-06
[ -0.6/-0.4

-04/-0.2

-0.2/0

isolines : 20 cm

cutting traces
sedimentary deposits

Coordinate system : UTM 36N/WGS84
Géoide EMG96.
Altimetrical correction on NGL




site archéologique

¥ | Pécheries de Tyr

Sour - Liban

affleurements rocheux tombolo
isoligne 0 marin actuel
fish tank et canal d'alimentation

chaussée de carriere

zone inexploitée

dépot sédiementaire ou rocheux

amménagements modernes

10/19




1119










isoligne 10 cm Pécheries de Tyr - zone sud



15/19



16/19



1119



_r
Carved channel
for water renewal

Middle of the basin
}-0:40m

Carved channel Carved sidewalk

for water renewal

-0.30m |

}-0:35m

Instantaneous sea-level at time of mesures (afternoon)

Mean sea-level at time of usage




CONCLUSIONS

4 points to remember :

1. This is the first time that fish tanks have been
discovered in Tyre, South Lebanon.

These fish tanks are dug in a sandstone ancient quarries.

2. It remains difficult to date these fish tanks. It can be
assumed that they date from the Roman period, 1st
century BC / 1st century AD, when the construction of
these fish tanks was widespread all around the
Mediterranean.

3. The question of “is it a fish tank or not” must be asked.

The two most important arguments are :

- the water supply channels
- and the presence of internal partitions, particularly
in the North fishtank.

Some colleagues propose as hypothesis number 1 : quarry
areas or swimming pools. The 3 hypotheses are not
antinomic: At the beginning there is a deep digging and
extraction of sandstone blocks like a quarry. After that it is
a fish tank which can later be transformed into a pool.

4. In terms of relative sea level variations, we note that
today's the fish tank and its water supply channel are full
during the present low tide.

in other words, present low tide corresponds to the high
tide of the roman time. And today's high tide floods these
structures by about 50 cm.

So we can propose a relative sea level rise of 50 cm along
the coastline of Tyre since Roman times.
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